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If your firm needs a Licensed and Bonded AGENT or REPRESENTA- 
TIVE for your products or services In Canada; and 

■ i i ■ i i 

For all your real estate investments - residential, recreational/ 
waterfront, Commerclal/lnduslrlal, Farms/Large Acreage Estates or 
Income Producing Properties -.write In confidence to; ' 1 

• * . ■ ■ ■ • i . • , 


Mr. A LAB AD, B.Sc. COMM., Realtor 
P.O.Box 2340 

Vancouver, B.C., CANADA V6B 3W5 

A -H. ■ • ' I 

. ■ . . . i. I 




• .■ - .v 

1 j 

-i ■* . ± Ti 


. I a* • ' . ■ . . • .* ■ * * 

\ , ,fm •' V ■.« 




■'■■I it:..., 


i . r 


.. ..t 


'' , , SJARJE measuring tools {l 

Pocket sliding calipers in brass with tyre tread feeler gauge for oars and t rucks i 

■ Manufactured by: ■ . 

. i • • i >•- BennoStaberKQ »•*. : . , 

Slmsseestrasse 12 - D-8201 Riederlng ,, . 
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READY-TO-USE INDUSTRIAL PLANTS 
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CEMENT PRODUCTS ■ STEEL PRODUCTS 
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FOODSTUFFS 
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WEST AFRICA - MIDDLE EAST - FAR EAST 


LATIN AMERICA 
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STELLING & WAGNER 

MANUFACTURERS • EXPORTERS • CONSULTANTS 




HAMBURG 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


r ‘ ■ . . 


• ! ■ W . ■’ , , •; 


i..- >i 


New Information Service 
on Multilateral Development Projects .. 

■' 1 ' ' * ' I ■ • • •’ a • ' 

International Development Project Procurement News To 

• Be Published Twice Monthly; 

Business Opportunities Worth US-Dollar 5 Billion a Year; 

A World Bank, UNDP and U.N. Joint Effort 

Early In 1978, Development Forum , a monthly newspaper dealing with Interna* • 

. tlonal economic and social policy, will launch a Business Edition which will 

• appear twloe a month, carry announcements of all new protects to be ' 
financed by (he World Bank and (he United Nations Development Programme • 
(UNDP) and give indications of the kind of goods, equipment, machinery, ser- 
vices and construction contracts to be procured and let through International 
competitive bidding. II will also contain the editorial matter In the edition pub- 
lished for a general audience. 

The Business Edition will provide executives with a useful key to Important 

markets. Its procurement notices will cover as much as US-Dollar 6 billion 
worth of potential orders a year. 

The World Bank (129 member countries) end its affiliate, the International De- 
velopment Association (117 member countries), finance major projects In 
agriculture end rural development, education, urban development, tourism, 

9ewera fl e « Industry, transportation and infrastructure. .The 
Wbrid Bank Group Currently commits about US-Dollar 7 billion In develop- 
mem funds a year.. r 

fH« P, » wh Jcn 0pera 1 t ? s ^ e w 9 r, d's largest technical co-operation programme 
countries are currently being assisted) emphasizes pre-lnvest- 

w ““"SBI will M 

Development Forum's procurement notices will state the type of project pro- 

nn 8 » hi r Ln fT'n! °uf 1 f i5 a fT o1 ? 3, ,he countr Y which has applied for the loan 
i Siim ca8 J e ,. of \ h ? World Bank 8nd its affiliate) or the grant (In the case of 
UNDP), and Its status within the international organisation's approval process 

*1" Probably appear )ust before formal approval Is . 
SSSJP k K5i° fl00da and 8ervlc0a t0 b0 Procured through International 
— ST*? bld . d , in9, 8 r0U3h ,lme schedule of the progress Of work envl-' 
S?r 9 f d 'S n ^ m08 V Important of all, the date when tender or bidding documents ' i '" 

mav . wI,[ be aval,ablfl « the address from which they :■ 

K 8ny - “ d 0,h9r , ’ r8c " c,,, ln,o ' m6,lon ' 
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Development Forum 
.United Nations , 

Grand Central P.O.Box 6850 
New York, N.Y. 10017 

USA 


or to Development Forum . • ■ 1 

Subscriptions Department : 

. i ■ United Nations , . . . ’ 

CH-1 211 Geneva 10 *' 

Switzerland < i- <1 > 
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Handels- uhd Produktionsgesellschaft 
for Elektrozubehor nibH . 

• -I.* - * 

i 1 A w • 1 

Jacobstrasse 25-27: : . .. 

D-5828 Ennepetal-1 4 / Westf . 

Phone (0 23 33) 6 30 81 / 82 • TeleX 0 823339 
West Germany 
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to win Bonn over 

• 4 ■ - . 1 ■ .* i 


L eonid Brezhnev, after much hesita- 
tion, will be visiting Bonn in the 
first week of May. Whatever the reasons 
for his hesitation, he now has a clear 
reason for coming to Bonn. 1 

Relations between the Soviet Union 
and the United States have not been so 
bad for some time and Brezhnev is 
going to try to woo the Federal Republic 
of Germany^ and with it Western Eu- 
rope, away from the United States. 

He will certainly not expect Bonn, 
Paris, London and Rome to turn their 
backs on the United States. Nor will he 
expect to split Nato. But he will make 
every effort to exploit the increasing 
tensions between Europe and the US. 1 - 
Annoyance in Bonn and Paris about 
American policies has grown apprecia 
bly in the Inst year. Not for a long time 
have the policies of an American Presi- 
dent commanded os little respect in Eu- 
rope as those of President Carter. 

European confidence in the Washing- 
ton government has sunk to zero: Leo- 
nid Brezhnev could hardly have chosen 
a better moment to visit to Bohn. - 
The Bonn government seems to be 
only vaguely aware of this context. Our 
neighbours are far more aware of it and 
fears have been expressed behind the 
scenes in several European capitals that 
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Bonn could now depidp ithat the .time is] 
right Tor an about-face. .... * 

The French have never quite civet-; 
;come the fear. that the Germans might! 
change sides, as they did. in 1939, and as] 
Graf Yorck.did in 1812> in Tauroggeri.:It 
is fortunate that President Giscard D’E~ 
staiijg and Chancellor Helmut Sohmidtl 
are personal friends, this at. least ensures 
that , no such fears ajise, at. government 
level- , . i.'! !."■’• ’■■■ v; 

; Still, Herr ' Schmidi will receive i t he^ 

’guest "from ■ the; 'Kremlin iii a , ntfhh'erj 
different from, that in whichi he wouldr 
[hflve/^c^iy^ hhri W yearoiago. OVerj 
,the ypars;- German governments have got;! 
limo the habit qif. thinking that world po-i 
;1 Itlcs are the: prerogative of * the -. two big- 
.powerg; ' tlSA and " ihe^$oviet UnJoit.j 
with other- statesJu-East and. West -play^ 


ing merely subsidiary roles, tagging 
along behind the big two. 

Now ‘the. Americans are no longer the 
unquestioned leaders of the West they 
once were. The dollar Is Weak arid so is 
the American 1 President. He only nar- 
rowly avoided what could have been a 
disastrous defeat on the Panama Canal 
Treaty in the Senate recently. 

The definite line towards the Soviet 
Union which, despite the setbacks and 
disappointments,' was .pursued' consis- 
tently 1 in the days of Henry Kissinger is 
gone. Kissinger’s aim was ‘that the Soviet 
Union should have a clear, fixed role in 
world politics, to make her acknowledge 
that she had a definite part to play in 
the maintenance of world peace. 

Carter has returned to more tradition- 
al American ways of foreign policy 
thinking. His attitude towards Moscow 
springs from a deep-seated American 
need to sec the world in terms of two 
sides, the good and the evil. 

In his insistence on the question of 
humaq rights, Jimmy Carter, has given 
liis fellow countrymen a moral mission, 
something to fight for. 

Carter's policies have clearly bemused 
the Soviet leadership, who no longer 
know what it should think of the US. 

Every proposal from Washington is 
treated with great mistrust. The talks on 
strategic arms limitations, which could 
lead to the signing of a second Salt 
agreement, are suffering as a result. It is 
now by no means sure that agreement 
will be reached. 

Indeed, the question of whether the 
two governments agree on the text of an 
agreement has almost become academic 
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Welcome for Kissinger 

SPD leador Willy Brandt and former US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger exchange 
warm greetings before the discussions on international economic problems at a 
meeting of the Friedrich Ebert Foundation in the Hamburg Congress Centre. 


because President Carter has no chance 
of getting the necessary two-thirds ma- 
jority in the Senate fur u new agreement, 
however unsatisfactory it might be. The 
lack of clarity and uncertaintydn Ameri- 
can policies is also having a serious ef- 
fect on Europe. That the Americans are 
insisting on European and Japanese help 
for the dollar and at the same time 
doing virtually nothing about the main 
cause of this weakness, the vast oil im- 
ports from the Arab states, is incompre- 
hensible from the European point of 
view. That the US is insisting on strin- 
gent control of what is done with the 
uranium which they supply to friendly 
countries — controls to which no sove- 
reign state, would normally submit - 
has provoked anger and resistance. 





The fact that President Carter first of- 
fered to produce the neulron bomb for 
the Europeans and was then on the 
point of banning production for ever haS 
caused Europeans to shake their heads 
in disbelief. 

Brezhnev must be rejoicing about all 
this. If ever the moment was ripe for 
driving a wedge between the Americans 
and the Europeans, this is it. Fortunately 
the chances of him succeeding in doing 
so are microscopically small. 

Soviet policies are far too unimagina- 
tive and bureaucratically petrified for 
anyone to risk making such a daring 
move. The hoary old problem of whet- 
her 1 West Berlin should be included in 
treaties signed by the Federal Republic 
of Germany will no doubt be an issue' 
again soon. 

. Brezl\ney will launch ,intb the Wist 
on the neutron' bomb issue, as if .'its 
production had not been pqstpbqed'b'ut' 
decided upon. i . . 1 . . . ! ’ v 

.And so; this visit will end , fruitlessly 
— however high-spundirig speeches arid 
official communiques " try/ to disgbisb. 
this! there will not be a repeat of Taii- 
roggen on the Rhine. ; i " ! i V ' 

' Dri6 thing '.that could .'result from' 'the, 
Bern Visit' is' J tkif ‘'tljie Federal." Republic 
of Gerihariy’ Coukl!,stdrt phtyinjgj A Vripf- 
role in the tough and far fM’m 'en'coti^- 1 
ing process qf detente between East' arid 
West’’ 1 1 : :i; s -• : : ' - } '-- 1 

' In the ' absence 'of ■ Aiherlban lehtjirsh tp 1 
the Federal Republic of Germany, cbqjff 
take the ‘initiative and' ’push forwdtdhhe 
process' With its bitai"ldeasi 1 , 1 ' l ■’ = ,1; - 
1 This could be L dfcngeJrbUS If -Vhls ’todnf 

trtj ihaiibiI ■ 'Awili'. 4+elai 'nliuv'uU'ii ■ 
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Refuged gift «'»•- 

United 'Nations CbnrtmlfsIorie^ 'For 1 Rafugmi . ; Poul HttrtlfAfj ’■ In cOrWeriiatSbrt ' with 
ChWn«l(rir Helmtii Shhmtdt ln : Bonh.- Tha Federal FTepUblto^bf 
DMB;& ; mlllldn 'to ollhVlate thrpllgrit ^of refug^i, p«Hkxitarly tHo» ft Afrta tfttf 
SoutK-EaSt -Asia. I- ■" -r ■ v-j j (PhotoVTMX 


will 'riot qb ‘So. 'If : is absolutely - bssbritlal ; 
noW' to ^HoW 1 th'i' guest 'ftifri )He ‘fcre^- 
lin .that the wrangles in the 
riipre r tHaiV a 'family 

cbn/i let ' with' the So Vlef ’Ujiiori^ ^-long ; 
ash 1 dbhiihue^'lfs i rii tieHil 1st* pblvc i T es] % 


cbhflict 'with' the SoVlef Junio^-as -Tong' 
as h 1 dbhiihueSf'lfs i riijjeriil kf'pblic i T eS 
. Qiie-frbl i ' Vhidn ■ its J wIllTupf ' 

deviate, ' L ' v uMWoIfjjatig * - 
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Scheel’s Iran visit can 
spell closer cooperation 
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P resident Waller Sc he el's slate visit to 
Iran has a major bearing on future 
relations between Bonn and Teheran. 

It is no coincidence that the official 
delegation was joined by Research' Min- 
ister Volker Hauff. President Scheel's 
party also Included State Secretary Roh- 
wedder and representatives of German 
industry. The dialogue could prove of 
far-reaching importance. 

In Ids talks, President Scheel stressed 
this country's political Interest in Iran, 
for which there are two reasons. 

, For one thing, Iran has adopted a role 
aimed at securing peace in its region - 
of paramount importance because the 
energy lifeline of the Western world 
leads through the Persian Gulf,. 

For another, Iran Is about to become a 
threshold power. Having' undergone all 
the bitter experiences of a developing 

notion, it has now entered the industrial 
age. 

. Brazil, Iran is a suitable mediator 
in the North-South dialogue, and it is In 
Bonn’s interest to strengthen that couri- 
trys position on both issues. 

Bonn’s Iran policy cannot be realised 
by declamatory gestures. As a result, 
talks: centred on German-Iranian eoopc- 
»*k»v wiwte size. *Thcy 

primarily concern nuclear power stations 
pnd the enlargement of the Shah’s navy.. 

If all these projects came to fruition, 
German-Iranian trade would rise to 
DM40,000 million - twice this” 
jys combined trade volume with Brazil 
the Soviet Union and Saudi Arabia. 


/Considerable hopes were pinned on 
v-Jlhe German- British summit at 
Chequ^ W ith political observers here 
and In Britain certain that the tensions 
arising from the different economic, 
concepts of the two countries would 
lead to a session of plain speaking. 

Nothing of the sort happened. On 24 

CaKaghan and Helmut 
Schmidt presented a touching picture of 
unity in a televised debate. 

tW0 L. heads of Sovemment sup- 
irarted tech other's lines of argument, 

though Chancellor Schmidt was unable 

som4 advice. ■ . 

pie Germans, he said, respected the 
5?™-^ to "JuWIe through diffi- 

h &$&££? * ,be1 ' muddle 

Despite all avowals of unitv ther* 

FlW S£nd 

d, " era,t ««■ » «ono- 

Biilain pins j( 8 hopes on more 

J 11 ’ 1 K PWting Bonn to Implement 
measures that would revive the German 
and hence the world economy. 

.Decisions on this are to be reached at 

he C rr n,t * SU !J ,n,U ln Drc m«i and 

"mn.it h Bonn,. 

Should the bcnnuis decide to nioviile 
« cample, Mr Cai^han’i Cibinel is 
prepared to follow and contribute 
«9W|dl ihmplattog growl h in Britain. ' 

oMtoT ? Ih|han Chan- 
** 01 Ihe Exchequer Donis Healey 

V 1 

r • ' 

$■: \ 

WSSL 


. .Bonn is obviously anxious to conclude 
these mammoth deals. Two nuclear 
power stations supplied by Germany are 
already being built in Iran and four 
others are being negotiated. 

The Shah said Iran was interested in 
two more nuclear power stations, a pro- 
ject worth DM20,000 million. Consider- 
ing the doldrums in which the German 
reactor industry finds itself, this would 
be more than welcome. Bonn is also -in- 
terested in landing the order because of 
its effect on employment. 

The bugbear is the financing: Iran 
wants to pay in oil, and German indus- 
try Is not particularly interested in barter 
deals. 

But for oil things arc different, pro- 
vided the price is right, making the oil 
saleable. 

The supply of naval vessels by the 
Federal Republic of Germany was ano- 
ther major topic. There are six subma- 
rines, 12 frigates and a number of. min- 
esweepers under discussion. 

There again, Bonn is particularly in- 
terested in this deal due to the precari- 
ous employment situation in shipbuild- 
ing. 

During Herr Scheel’s state visit, Bonn 
Defence Ministry experts were having 
talks in Tehran on the training of Irani- 
an naval officiers by the Getnian navy, 
Germany views the coming negotia- 
tions with optimism, convinced that 
* » extremely .interested. - * . , 

President Scheel’s visit has greatly 
improved the climate of German-Iranian 
relations and government circles expect 
that the most important project, the 
nuclear power stations,, will be finalised 
by this summer. : 

On the periphery of Herr Scheel’s 


visit, Iran was displeased that Foreign 
Minister Genscher did not accompany 
the President. 41 He flew from Tokyo 
straight back to Bonn. 

Herr Genscher justified this by the 
fact that his Iranian opposite number 
was. absent, frpiii Tehran- attending an in- 
ternational conference. 

As is turned out, Iran’s Foreign Min- 
ister was at home after all. 

Harry Hamm 

(Frankfurter AUgemefne Zeltnng 
fllr Deutschland, 25 April 1 978) 

Tough road 
for union of 

■ I “ ■ 

conservatives 

P lagued by, doubts from within and 
hostility from without, the European 
Democratic Union Came into being on 
24 April at Klesheim near Salzburg., 

Tho .EDU. describes Itself os a working 
parly, but behind this modest , title it has 
a great aim — to open the way for coo- 
peration-, between all the conservative 
and Christian Democratic parties in Eu- 
rope.' 

This will be no epsy task, because not 
all Christian Democratic parties want to 
play along. The' Belgians and the Dutch 
reject the EDU. Tindemans, chairman of 
the European People’s Party (EPP), has 
said: “EDU - over my dead body!” 

, CDU leader Helmut Kohl has said 
the CDU only belongs to one federation 
of parties - the EPP. This does not 
help the EDU. A number of the parties 
at Klesheim, among them the influential 
Giscardians froih France, stressed that 
they were only there as observers. 

Divided, the bourgheois parties cannot 
stand up to the socialists and their peo- 
ple’s front partners inside dr outside' the 
EEC. It was high time the British con- 
servatives, the Scandinavians and the 
neutral states were brought into the Eu- 
ropean dialogue. 

The EDU has its fate in its own 
hands. That It is now only a loose asso- 
Continued on page 3; ' 
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Anglo-German summit leaves 

policy differences intact 


are keeping the doors open: a couple of 
weeks ago, they presented their 1978-79 
anti-inflationary budget with minor tax 
relief and a slight increase in public 
spending, intimating that further meas- 
ures could be considered after the sum- 
mit. No figures were mentioned. 

Germany is anything but impressed 
by Britain's belief in growth. 

Before considering economic booster 
measures Bonn would like; to put the 


m 



f? rai * n achango market in order and 
«bow an, tone the dollar back on its 

°» **“ Cernirui-BrilUh summit in- 
aiders believe Bonn is planning drastic 

ITT?. £ ,hrt ** - wSS! 

ting a European monetary system or at 
hast, by forcing Britain to ton ’ti?« 
snake, which London oppoaL. * 

i Considering these conflicting views it 

»s not sudsing, that the Me! 

S ed Ulllly and Pl Q yed down differ- 


There was agreement that there 
should be no monetary war by Europe 
against the United States, doing too lit- 
tle to halt the erosion of its currency. 

Chancellor Schmidt, said to have con- 
sidered such a war, denied this repeated- 
y, and the two heads of government 
stressed that the dollar problem could 

orny be solved in close cooperation with 
Washington. 

But given the Interdependence of the 

Western economies and competition 

among European countries, this is a 
truism. 

R dis ^ e “ 1 “<» were minimised. 

n£ h d ^ !tre ! sed ,he need f« econo- 
mic growth and settling monetary prob- 

Iems, saying all th|it mattered was the 
iixst step. 

**P ite emplrasising common inter- 

v nCC !? r 1 Sch F lidt Gained faith- 
ful to himself, insisting on the priority 

of sound exchange rates. y 

i Bonn 8ummit ( flt Ihe very 

fotest) the two parties will again take up 

, their opposing positions. The conflicts 

'■ we P not.settled in London. - they Have 

1 only been, postponed. . Dwter Stttcker 

(Frankfurter RundichaU, 26 April 1978) 
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Gensbher on 
Namibia 

F oreign Minister Hans-Dieto 
Genscher is cautiously optimistic on 
the prospects for the five Wester! 

members of the UN Security CouncS 
Namibia initiative. 

Having met his American, Can*. 
French and British opposite numbmfo 
London before the German-Britiili 
summit, Herr Genscher said on 24 April 
that all parties had done everything not. 
stole to provide a blueprint for a peac* 
ful solution of the Namibia problem 
In an interview, Herr . Genscher sij 
the proposals did justice to “our mwal 
precepts” as well. 

“It is important for us Gennans not 
only to speak of human rights in Europe 
but .to promote these rights in i o|& 
parts of the world as we 11,” he said. ; ■ 
The people of Namibia, ; he stressed 
had to decide their future in free ete 
tioiis.' 

The Namibia proposals, to be discuss- 
ed at a UN conference in New lYork 
provide for free elections under UN. su- 
pervision and the peaceful transfer of 
power to the black majority of the coun- 
try. 

It remains open whether Pretoria will 
be prepared to withdraw its troops. : 

The future of Walvis Bay, to which 

both sides lay claim, is also still uncer- 
tain. 

Diplomatic circles in London indi- 
cated on 24 April that South Afrki 
would in its own interest find it difficu) 
to ignore a UN resolution. 

Pretoria cannot simply reject the pro- 
posals because of the added weight lent 
to them by the participation in the pre- 
liminary deliberations of black African 
states. . 

Especially in the so-called frontline 
states there is great interest in a swill 
solution of the Namibia issued ■- 

Dieter Stacker 

(Frankfurter Rundschau, 25 April 1978) 

Berlin visit 
for Queen 

C hancellor Helmut Schmidt will ac- 
company Queen Elizabeth II on a 
side-trip to West Berlin during her forth- 
coming state visit. ■ ■ *■ i 
This was decided in consultation yvith 
Prime Minister Janies Callaghan 1 1 * during 
the German-British summit bri 24 ApriL 
Herr Schmidt thanked the 'Bfitlsh ‘go- 
vernment for the fact that the Queen 
'will visit Berlin on her way .to Kin 
during her state visit from 22 to 2d. May. 

Bonn circles consider the Chancellor's 
decision an indication that he will 40 
the same during President Jimmy Car- T 
tert visit in July. > 

(Die Welt, 26 April I9«>, 
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Costly early warning bird 
is headache for Apel 
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T he members or the Bundestag 
budget committee look grim when- 
ever a possible purchase by Nato of 
the US. Airborne Warning and Control 
System (AWACS) is mentioned 

The Federal Republic of Germany 
would have to pay between DM1,200 
and DM1,500 million for Ihc system 
over (lie next few years. 

Defence Ministry experts, on tho 
other hand, stress’ the advantages of 
AWACS for Nalo defence. The system 
would make it possible to detect enemy 
aircraft much earlier. 

Bonn's new Defence Minister Hjns 
Apel has defected from the opponents 
of the system to the other side - 
though not without a whole bundle of 
ffs and huts. 

In his previous post as Finance Min- 
ister, Herr Apel had, as his senior staff 
members put it, "instinctively” opposed 
the project because lie felt it would 
overtax the budget and be unlikely to 
take the parliamentary hurdles. 

lie even went so far as to write a letter 

to his opposite number in the Defence 

Ministry and now finds himself in the 

position of having to reply to his own 
- -U m w.... ■ .. . y .... 

Speaking to senior Bundeswchr officers 
recently, Apel said jokingly. "I can tell 
you one thing, there was no ntincing of 
words in that letter” 

. his reply the Defence Minister re- 
jected his own objection as Finance 
Minister because he now sees the sys- 
tem in a different light and realises that 
deliberations within Nato under his pre- 
decessor, Georg Leber, had gone much 
too far to enable him to opt out. 

As a result, Herr Apel took it upon 
himself in the past few weeks to brief 
the Bundestag defence and budget 
committees on the problems, 

But his explanations were only a pre- 
liminary step and served primarily to 
test the mood in the committees. Deci- 
sions will be made later in parliament. 

If everything goes according to plan, 
and if the United States agrees to Apel’s 
condition to buy more Gennan arms in 
return, the first 16 AWACS aircraft 
could be airborne by about 1980. 

The core of the system is a mush- 
room-like fixture mounted on a Boeing 

707 - (he eye of the airborne warning 
system. 

. JWm 30,000 to 40,000 feet, the 
JiJ 0 ™ 5 s Py can detect aircraft at up to 
600 kilometres and inform ground sta- 
tions. 

The system being airborne makes it 
vulnerable, and the members of the 
defence committee are determined to 
learn exactly how vulnerable. According 
however, there is no need for 
AWACS craft to operate in ndvanccd 
positions. They can fly within protected 
airspace dose to base. 

Were such an early warning system to 
be on the ground, its range would be 

considerably smaller due to the earth's 
curvature. 


The AWACS aircraft can. not only 
give reconnaissance information to per- 
manent ground command centres but 
can also guide and control operations on 
the front. This dual function la the actu- 
al advantage of the system. 

Because AWACS is a Nato device, it 
would be operated by mixed ground and 
(lying crews from member states. 

At present, such a mixed force exists 
only at Nato staff headquarters. It is this 
very mixture which has given rise to 
concern among members of parliament. 

The defence committee raised the 
question: "Has it been ensured that the 
extremely important national freedom of ' 
decision as stipulated by treaty will re- 
main inviolate, especially with regard to 
command procedures?” 

Another problem still to be solved is 
the coordination of the AWACS system 
with the British parly . warning system, 
Nimrod. ’ ' 

Britain has built ten aircraft for the 
same purpose with the aim pf support- 
ing its own industry. These craft, to do 
rccan riiii sauce on Europe’s northern 
flank, must be coordinated with Nato’s 
AWACS craft and France’s two AWACS 
planes operating outside Nato, another 
expensive element. 

As much as Herr Apel might have 
transformed himself from a Finance into 
n Defence Minister, he is still conscious 
that no additional funds will be approv- 
ed for the early warning system and he 
will have to manage with the' money In 
the budget. 

In fact, he evidently does not intend 
to ask his successor Hans Matthfifer to 
allocate additional funds to the defence 
budget. 

He accepts the fact - and has made 
this clear to the Bundestag defence 
committee — that the Gennan contribu- 
tion towards the Nato early warning sys- 
tem will have to come from economy 
measures and a reorganisation of the 
defence budget. But this is opposed by 
the army and navy, who fear cuts in fa- 
vour of the air force. 

The exact amount of the German 
contribution is still uncertain. The 
DM1,200 to DM1,500 million for the 
purchase of 16 aircraft would be about 
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The American AWACS flying early warning system, the world's most expanifn 
aircraft at DM160 million.' J (Photo! dpi) 


one-third of the DM3,700 million total. 

Another third would have to be borne' 
by the United States' and the remainder 
by Italy and the Benelux countries.- • ■ 

Herr Apel insists . that the smaller 
nations make a substantial' rat her than a 
symbolic contribution ... and his fears 
here are not unfounded. 

Italy, 1 for instance, is said to have al- 
ready asked to contribute less than; say 
Luxembourg. This will be the subject of 
tough bargaining within the alliance - 
especially since the operating costs of 

about DM100 million a year also have to 
be shared. 

The Defence Ministry has had 
DM35,000 million allocated to it for 
1978. According to the medium-range 
financial planning, this is to rise to 
DM39,500 million by 198 1. 

But since this budget, devised last 
year, is out of keeping with economic 
development and tax revenues, it is like- 
ly that the defence budget increase will 
be smaller. 

Firstly there is the assault tank Leop- 
flrd II. The 18.000 on order will re- 
quire DM6,500 million by 1986. 

The 322 Tornado fighter planes to be 
bought will cost DM5,500 million over 
the next few years and the 175 Franco- 
Gennan Alpha Jets, DM3,400 million. 

The six frigates with helicopters on 
order will cost DM2,000 million and the 

10 new patrol boats about DM1,000 mil- 
lion 

It is primarily these projects, totalling 


New German avalanche bomb 
causes Nato sensation 


. . . :* . .. 
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A new German weapon is causing a 
sensation in Nalo circles — an ava- 
lanche of fire moving at 300 metres per 
second and making the earth quaip. 

p° rc I be multi-purpose device 
MW- 1 is a container weighing 4.6 tons 
developed by Messcrsclimlt-Bfilkow- 

Blolmi (MBB) and carried under the 
fuselage of Tornado or Phantom fighters. 

The container has up to 4,000 bombs 
which can be showered by rocket on 
predetermined ballistic trajectories. The 
destructive power has hitherto been con- 


sidered impossible for conventional 
devices. ' 

A switch in the cockpit enhbles the 
aircraft crew to choose 90 different ad- 
justments for size of area and density of 
bombing saturation desired. There are 
five kinds of ammunition. Which can 
also be fired in combination to increase 
effectiveness: . , ■_ 

, * The botlow charge bomb ‘ against 

ank concentrations. This penetrates all 
known armament, thicknesses. 

* TJ ». tharge mine with elec- 
tromagnetic and acoustic sensors for the 
blocking of terrain sectors against aiv 
moured attack. This disseminates amour- 
penetrating projectiles and automatical- 
ly destroys itself by means of a- timing 

device when no longer required, : 


DM28,000 million, with which AWACS 
has to complete. 

And since the Defence Ministry has 
no intention of forgoing other project!, 
the budget will have to be reshuffled 
and economy measures introduced. • 

Herr Apel has recently coin missioned 
his staff to make proposals for measures 
in the armed forces* budget from 1919 
to 1984 that would make the AWACS 
possible. 

Although the task is not easy, it if 
not considered impossible. 

It is obvious that, should Nato rwrt 
agreement, this would still have to be 
sanctioned by the Bundestag. And par- 
iiament’s approval will be more readily 
forthcoming if certain terms are met in 
future negotiations/ 

For instance, some of tile costly 
AWACS electronics could be produced 
by Gennan companies under licence. 
The ground part of the system could be 
stationed in Germany, providing several 
hundred jobs in its region (there is 

some talk of Geilenkirchen near Aac- 
hen). 

Finally, the Americans could at tost 
get down to business on armaments 
cooperation and standardisation. Nego- 
tiations about the supply pf fhe Ge(fttW 
anti-aircraft tanks Gcpard ' and* Roland 
have been on for some tinle, A positive 
decision by Washington could’ be help- 

u *‘ Heinz- Jouchim Meldernnd , 

Heinz Murmann 

(Ktilner Stadt-Anzefgor, 22 April 197$) 


• The runway bomb which breaks 

open runways like an earthquake. j 

• The bunker bomb for thp destruc-j 

tion of aircraft which — as customary i Q 
the Warsaw Pact nations — are housed 1 
In concrete bunkers. j 

• The shrapnel bomb with n\uItisensoi» 

which, on impact, triggered by sensortl 
sprays the ^terrain with high-velocity 
projectiles. t* '■ ■ 

MW-J ammunition descends on to’. 
the ground like hail - 4,000 ibombs * 
once. At the moment of firing.' the aif*; 
craft is enveloped in a cloud of fir?-; ; 

: A high-ranking officer said 1 of the 
precision of the device: “We cap attack; 
a t^et the size of a Snorts stadium! 
hundreds of kilometres distent at night, 
or in anjr weather, ploughing over the] 

, turf 'while the surrounding track, remain 
undamaged." ■ . . ; ", j 

Air forces of Nato nations have alrea*; 
dy voiced interest and the US Air Fort* 
is testing: the device in America. ' ; 

(Hamburger Abendblatti 19 April l97l) 
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Egon F ranke : the tireless 
worker for German unity 


B onn Minister of Infra-German Rela- 
tions Egon Franke (SPD), .who 
began his working life as a carpenter, 
was 65 on April l l. 

The famous sociologist Max Weber 
once compared the task of a politician 
to drilling through a thick plank of 
wood. Tougiiness and persistence are 
essential qualities in the slow process of 
bringing about improvements. . And 
toughness and persistence are Franke’s 
outstanding qualities. 

He lias achieved great things in the 
often thankless detailed work of politics 
and has been a great asset to Iris party. 

The, , Social • Democratic Party can 
thank politicians like Egori Franke for 
the fact that it managed to get above 30 
per cent of the vote from the 50s 
onwards, winning over many middle 
class voters. It is men like him that have 
won many voters -for centrist SPD po- 
licies.' ‘ 

Brand hits at 

J ' 

loyalty checks 

A t a recent meeting of the SPD 
national executive Willy Brandt se- 
verely criticised the practice of checking 
on the loyalty to the constitution of 
candidates for the public sercice. 

Brandt said the practices of some 
Under in this respect were worrying and 
had to stop. Tlic so-called Extremists' 
Decree of 1972 was now futile. 

The party is considering how the 
practices Brandt criticised can be stopp- 
ed. (Die Welt, 23 April 1 978) 


L ucius Clay, former American Mili- 
tary Governor in Germany and or- 
ganiser of the 1948 Berlin airlift, is 
dead. 

The people of West Berlin owe their 
freedom to his uncompromising attitude 
during that crisis. The Federal Republic 
of Germany too has much to thank him 
for. He helped speed lip her integration 
into the Western nations after the terr- 
ible crimes of the Hitler era. 

Lucius Clay will go down in history os 
the man who won one of the great bat- 
tles of the Cold War without the loss of 
a single life. Three years after the war, 
the Soviet Union blockaded West Berlin 
and the people of the city were faced 
with the choice of starving or capitulat- 
ing. 1 1 • 

President Truman asked General Clay, 
the American Military ^Governor * in 
Germany, if he could get supplies to 
Berlin by air/ Clay’s answer was a simple 
"Yes” 

The Berlin airlift- began. For ten 
months, thd two -and -a- half million peo- 
ple of Berlin were supplied with necessi- 
ties by the airlift, one of the major 
technical and organisational achieve- 
ments of modem times. Berlin was 
saved from Soviet; rule. .... 

Tills was . undoubtedly, the /height of 
Clay’s career. The son of a Georgia sena- 
tor, be started his military career at the 
famous WestpoLpt Academy., As ( a young 
officer he was . fascinated by technology. 
He became, an experf on, building. , air- 
port^, port? and dams.; j; ! ; . , : , 
During Word War Two he .organised 
the invasion, supply lines. He made a 
name fbr himself outside military circles 


To see Egon Franke merely as a rep- 
resentative of a group within the SPD is 
to do him an injustice. The many ap- 
preciations of his achievements have 
concentrated oh his success as a gov- 
ernment Minister. Since he took up 
office in 1969, there has been a signifi- 
cant change in relations between the 
two German states. 

The dialogue with the GDR lias beer 
difficult over the past nine years ano 
there have been setbacks. But a number 
of treaties have been signed wlrich have 
greatly helped people on both sides of 
the border. 

Franke has been tireless in his efforts 
to facilitate travel between the two 
countries, to strengthen personal con- 
tacts. His optimistic saying: "We are 14 
hours nearer reunification since yester- 
day” is typical of him. 

Franke describes the work of his min- 
istry as: "Here we have difficult and de- 
tailed work to do. We arc not interested 
in pomp and show so much as in hard 
results.” 

This simple matter-of-facl style is far 
from typical of all politicians. Franke 
docs not seek the headlines. But it is 
precisely this cool, reserved style, which 
enabled hint to negotiate the release of 
political prisoners in the GDR, help 
bring about marriages between GDR ci- 
tizens and citizens of this country and 
reunify divided families. 

Franke’s concern for freedom is a 
consistent feature of the whole political 
career. When the Nazis took power, 

many in this country cut their political 
cloth according to the wind. 


Death of man 
who kept 
Berlin free 



Lucius Clay; maW who saved 8 ditV • : 

/(Phoioj'dpQ) 

when he got. .t|ie pprt pf . Cherbourg, 
which, irad’ teen,, destroyed, back in 
working order in a short time. 

His .. .post-war career reflected the 
cjiaqgeq, in Gennap-Ame'dcah relations. 
At first he was very tough on the defeat- 
ed .German , pepple. , But . he. soon came 
do realise thit .tyapje and ( white pic- 
: tint) painty.; b£ waf, propaganda ‘did , i$t 



Kai-Uwe vori Haissel 
turns 65 


Egon Franke: asset to party, country 

(Photo: Sven Simon) 

But Franke remained true to the po- 
litical 1 ideals of his youth. He paid a 
high price for this loyalty. He took part 
in resistance actions in his home city of 
Hanover, was imprisoned and later 
transferred to the notorious penal batta- 
lion 999. 

Before the end of the war, Franke got 
to know Kurt Schuhniaclier and became 
one of his closest political colleagues. 
Schuhniaclier became leader of the SPD 
in the post-war years and after the war 
Franke was a Lower Saxony Land MP. 

In 1951 he was elected to the Bun- 
destag. He has been a member ever 
since. 

On his 65th birthday, Egon Franke 
can look back on many years of political 
success. This unassuming politician has 
worked quietly but effectively over the 
years to help reunite those separated by 
the division of Germany. The Sl'U, ut 
which he Jms been a member for nearly 
50 years now, has much to thank him 
for. Jochen Loreck 

(Das Parlament, 15 April 19781 


correspond to the political realities and 
gradually softened his approach. Later 
his attitude could even be described as 
friendly. 

Clay returned to the US in 1949 and 
retired from the army. Twelve years 
later, after the Berlin Wall was built, 
President Kennedy sent him back to 
Berlin. 

As Special Commissioner in West 
Berlin, his task was to personify the 
United States’ readiness to defend the 
city. His policy was clearly military 
without being martial. He demonstrati- 
vely underlined the right of America 
and her Western allies to free access by 
ordering troop movements along the 
transit autobahns. 

Clay also underlined the US right to a 
presence in East Berlin according to the 
Four Power status of, .the: city. When the 
GDR attempted to. limit ifhe allies' right 
of access to East Berlin, Clay ordered 
tanks: to Checkpoint Charlie ip Fried- 
richstrasse. . . i : : 

A few days later, Clay, received orders 
to., withdraw -th?m . because Washington 
feared this kind , of rnilitary pressure 
would l reduce the chances of a diploma- 
tic solution to the Berlin crisis. 

-By then the pqrpose. of : the show pjf 
strength had been achieved. Clay had 
forced the Soviet .Union into a: counter- 
demonstration gnd, an acknowledgement 
that the Soviet. Union and not the GDR 
was responsible for East Berlin.; ; J . | . ■ 

Just over six months later Clay told 
President Kennedy that Iris mission, was 
completed.' Tfye ; :pall.of -fear had ^lifted 
from tjie. c|ty. .L/s^fofie-Afflf/eri. 

’ ■ (fionnov prsche Allseme^, « April 19]8> 
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C DU politician Kai-Uwe von Hassel, 
a candidate for next years direct 
elections to the European Parliament, 
was 65 on 24 April. 

This main interests are European and 
international politics, and he is often 
seen at international party congresses. - 
Herr Von Hassel is chairman of ihe 
European Union of Christian Democrats 
(EUCD) and vice-president of the Euro- 
pean People’s Party (EVP).. 

He was born 'in East Africa in 1913, 
the son of a German colonial officer, 
and spent his formative years in politics 
in Schleswig Holstein. After the "Spie- 
gel" affair, Konrad Adenauer appointed 
him Bonn Minister of Defence to re- 
place Franz' Josef Strauss. 

Here he had the onerous task of de- 
fending the Bundeswchr decision to buy 
the Starfighter. In the Grand Coalition 
of 1966 he was appointed Minister for 

Refugees. (Handelablatt, 20 April 1978) 

Alex Moller 
turns 75 

A lex Moller, Ihe SPD’s most outstand- 
ing financial man in Bundestag 
and government, was 75 on 26 April. 

Mdller decisively influenced SPD 
budgetary and financial policy foi about 
15 years. Despite his expertise, recog- 
nised by all parties, his term of office os 
Bonn Minister of Finance was short — 
from 1969 to 1971. 

Mdller, who always stressed the need 
for solidarity, resigned from the Cabinet 
because his colleagues made heavier 
demands on the annual budget than he 
could accept. 

His personality also played a part in 
his resignation: he is rather withdrawn 
and his critics accused him of over-sen- 
sitivity. 

A Social Democrat since 1922, Mo 
tier’s political career began early. In 
1928 he was the youngest MP in the 
Prussian Landtag- Immediately after the 
war he was. leader of the SPD in the 
Stuttgart Landtag, then he was elected to 
the national executive. Three years later 
he was deputy party leader in the . Bun- 
destag. , dpa 

(Haridelsblatt, 23 April 1978) 


Kuhn retires 
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next! October 


’ ’ * i ■ 

N orthrlripe-tyestphalian Prime Mini 
ister Heinz KUhn (SPD) will retire 
next October, .and. probably hand, over 
office , to .either . SPD Land party - chair- 
man, and Lflnd Minister of Education 
Johannes Rau or to Land . Minister ,qf 
Finance Diether Posser. v - [\ 

After months of often » con t rad iptqyy 
speculations on statements by KUhn .and 
SPD , resplu tipiis,, . i deputy SPD ; £and 
chairman aqd Bundesrat ; Minister Cljrisr 
tian Z6pei told a press .conference m 
ppsseldgrf : "We. have agreed t|ia{ the 
change should .take place thjs October",, 
Zttpel said (hat' the Would , jifyq 
Iq'^kppw' who . yras fq ;l $uc!ceAd ‘KUhn, by 
Hie erid of the summer holidays, .‘ dpq. , 

(Hande)iblalt, io ’April 1978) 

•; <’ «.i‘. i. i; , 1 ■ ■ -'.i 


rm 






THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


.7 May 1978- Nd. 83g 



INDUSTRY 


-.1 

;v.i 

. 

• 4 

> -A 

-• '■ I . 

!v;l 




Hanover Fair barometer is 

! showing business alarm 

■ 1 ■ • ■ . 

■ B m m m * 

fhp he Hanover Fair, the world’s largest 

I. industrial show, lias the reputation '■ t . . 


JL industrial show,’ lias the reputation 
pf being an economic barometer, registe- 
ring^ developments more accurately Ilian 
any government projection. ■ . 

The fair creates and registers a, busi- 
ness climate consisting of many indivir 
dual assessments, concrete deals and 
psychological signals,, helping business 
lo arrive nl pplicy decisions. 

Unlike former shows, this year’s fair 
leaves little room fox analytical sandbox 
games because the economic background 
of virtually nil .industries represented 
there can be judged. 

It is perfectly reasonable only two 
days after the opening to conclude that 
I lie 32nd Hanover Fair is marked by 
deep concern about the future interna- 
tional competitiveness of .German indus- 
try. i • 

The basic question is ..whether Ger- 
man industry, due to the constant ap- 
preciation of the deutschemark against 
the currencies of major trading partners, 
has reached a point at which we must 
expect considerably reduced oxports, ac- 

Business puts 

the case for 

. : . 1 . 

automation 

■ 

tT'hc tnoNocative catchbhtase at this 
and automation. 

Business and Industry vehemently de- 
fend making use of technical progress, 
even at the cost of jobs, in order to re- 
main competitive. 

They lament West Germany’s mote 
than one miflion jobless, but say we 
must come to terms with this because 
forgoing technical progress would jeop- 
ardise even more jobs. 

Even politicians at this year’s Hanover 
Fair favoured further automation. 1 

Economic Affairs Minister Otto Graf 
lambsdorff (FDP) said it was impossible 
to tell to which extent new develop- 
ments, especially in microprocessors will 
lead to changes on the jab market. But 
he refused lo accept terms like “job kil- 
lers”. 

Research Minister Volker Hauff, SPD, 
was more cautious. He, too, recognised 
the necessity for streamlining for com- 
petitiveness, but not at the cost of jobs 
in entire industries. 

He thinks in. terms of a technological- 
ly-potitical action in which all social 
groups - business, trade unions, scien- 
tists and state — would join lo explore 
the effects at on early stage. He wants 
technical change lo be dominated by so- 
cial Considerations. 

Many arguments on the issue have 
been voiced al the Hanover Fair. How 
confused the reasoning was can be 
demonstrated by two examples: so'mp 
businesses blame high wage demands 
for heavy automation and thus the eli- 
mination of jobs. Others, like (he com- 
puter industry, demand more automation 
to achieve a higher standard of living 
through higher wages. 

But is d higher standard of Jiving an 
objective Worth striving .for, or is if a 
disaster? Automation can.be bpth a bles? 
sing and a curse, and no business should 
gloss over this. 

(ilannovencha Allgemaine, 20 April 1978) 


SUddeutscTieZeiliing 


celeratcd by world-wide trade restric- 
tions. 

Or is the technological standard of 
German industry stiJi so outstanding 
that foreign customers will buy from us 
although they have to pay more and 
more? 

The concern behind this question is 
understandable when one takes into ac- 
count that there is hardly one comp&ny 
represented at the -show riot heavily 
dependent 6n exports. : . 1 

Up to now it seemed as if German 
industry was coping- relatively well with 
the constant appreciations of the deutsche- 
mark. In fact, 1977 saw the second 
largest trade 1 surplus in the history of 
the Federal Republic of Gennany : de- 
spite new trade barriers. ' ■: • ; 

German Industry benefited from the 
fact that the Inflation rate in the most 
Important foreign buyer countries meant 
a considerable time lag before foreign 
exchange parities were effected, if ever. 
Tills has largely offset the disadvantages 
of the deutschemark appreciation. 

- But this situation changed suddenly 
with the rapid weakening of the dollar, 
which hit the deutschemark parity with 
great impact. At .the same time, inflation 
‘SlovrtaMivtnoat ’Industrial ■ countries, fur- 
ther weakening the competitiveness of 
German industry. 

Viewed- against this foreign trade 
backdrop, it is not surprising that the 
question of further development of do- 


A t the close of last year’s Hanover 
Fair exhibitors displayed reasonable 
optimism. Mast industries registered in- 
creased inclination to spend, although 
there was more talk of an upswing Tpr 
Individual companies than . for whole ini 
dustries. 

There were no spectacular deals made 
at the fair, usually considered an eco- 
nomic barometer. But many exhibitors 
thought there were indications of good 
follow-up business. 

It turned out that the hopes were 
misplaced. Even before last year’s show 
opened, there were observers who held 
that German Industry’s Investment : inr 
duration was very low. 

■ As a ieault, they said, the only chance 
of a more sustained upswing was step- 
ped-up investment, more than the previ- 
ous year. Hanover was to give the signal. 

But this signal failed to come and it 
remains to be seen whether this year’s 
fair will produce it. . 

The fact that four exhibition halls, 
with a total floor area 'of 30,000 square 
metres, Temain empty and that the fair 
Is the smallest since 1962 is not exactly 
an indication that It will turn out a bet- 
ter economic barometer than In previous 
years. Unless 1 of course we take the 
shrinking fair as indicative of the eco* 
nomy as a whole and interpret the uiv- 
used exhibition' space as' proof of eco- 
nomic weakness, 1 which would certainly 
not be wrong. 

But the empty exhibition halls might 
also be due to the diminishing interest 
of exhibitors in a'miilti-product show in 



Glaht turbine rotor for a power station on show In the Energy ^upply section of thb 
war's Hanover Fair, orid of several sections devoted to specialised Industrie*. ■' 

mestic demand is secondary at the Ha- ver lining for capital goods manufadu- 
noverFair.’ •' rera: ^ 1 "j ■ 

Experience with 'previous economic - This- applies particularly to arras ike 
booster programmes has taught even steel, or man-made fibre* which suffer 
incorrigible optimists that fin anti-cyclio- global overcapacity and atfqpdanl 


al economic policy looses its ■ effective- 
ness when exports stagnate in a country 
as dependent on foreign trade as the 
Federal Republic. ■ 1 

■The call for further booster pro- 
grammes has hot been raised at the fait 
— especially in view of the realisation 
that continued costly economic flashes 
in the pan must have their fiscal and 
credit policy effects on the econoriiy. 
That is, unless we set the money presses 
going, thus stepping on the inflation gas 
pedal,', something- already v done hy, this 
year’s wage deals. 

Disregarding a few industries such as 
automobiles, office equipment! and com- 
puters, all doing relatively :well due to 
good domestic demand, there is no sil- 


pnee erosion. 

It is not surprising tliat - most exhibi- 
tors smile disdainfully over the forthco- 
ming international economic summit in 
Bonn and the efforts to “fatten” the Eu- 
ropean Snake and puj a, halt to inteim- 
tional protectionism. 

What niatters for business i$ tto 
order books are in danger of showing 
gaping holes because the hallmiik 
“Made in Germany” evidently no longer 
guarantees export success. 

Few believe the economic cart can he 
pulled 'but' of the' m Ire' thanks (b crisv 
management In Borin. 

Most exhibitors seem to have resigned 
themselves to saying farewell to growth. 

Gerhard Hennemwa 

(Sflddeutsche Zeltung, 21 April 197B) 


I". 


Trade fair in 


new approach 

which the number of schoolchildren and 
sightseers equals that of potential 
buyers. ‘ 

In rented space, this year’s fair with 
345,000 square metres is 57,000 square 
metres smaller than its predecessor. 

In the open-air exhibit area, rented 
space dropped from 136,000 square 
[metres to! 107/100 due to the alternating 
exhibition rhythm in mechanical engi- 
neering. 

Construction machinery takes up only 
29,600 square metres of open-air. space 
.and one hall, compared with a tofal area 
of 77,000 square metres last yean the 
big manufacturers are absent. 

Hanover is well aware that the time of 
multi-product shows Is over. It also real- 
ises that it has missed the boat for a fair 
open to. tho trade only. , , 

What 15 to he done? Hanover has re- 
sorted to system shows ("Energy Supply, 
Transformation, Distribution”, “Reiearch 
and Technology" and “Components 
Market"). : 

But whether this ban be a substitute 
for, specialised .trade 1 rails remains doubt- 
ful. ( ’’ ;■ ^ ■"* 

If . is also doubtful wheiher ari: invest- 
ment Injectloh (1977^25 -instead Of 14 
million deulschemarks) is 1 enough: Even 


> 1 

if the entire investment plan for 1977 lo 
1981 encompasses DM110 million -* 
sizeable amount — it is still doubtful 
whether this will make. Hanover jno« 
attractive to the exhibitor. .' , " . . 

An entirely, nqw fair is thinkable in 

which only a few : .Industries .yvoyjd w 

represented ;- . for instance office an? 
information tcclinplogy, . electrical engf- 
neering,.:steel and mechanical en& neer ‘ 
ing and which would , (hen he Jplcfr 
sified. If this were the gpse, the or&&^’ 
sera would. .not jhave to worry, finpfl-/ 8 ? 
to year, whether everybody., would. hp 


resented. .■ -.j ; l.r-' 

But they would; have to pome jipiJJ 
a concept turning this show into a W 
of: Trade Fairs?.. 1 : :-. 1J . »■ : i:'. . 

This presupposes* imaginativeness 
cause only imaginative, (ideas, .can ,*£* 
crease the number, of exhibitors: in ispv* , 

cialised industries. £ ; 

Merely increasing the range of exh^' : 
its, in other words of ..branches of inaw* 
try, would be retrogression in an ieia f 
highly-specialised . fairs. 1 I ■ ■ ■. . * ■ \ v ; 1 [ 

■ Hanover, * tod, must ; spdoiaiis6 < Hwt' tidt 

as a sightseeing' show. ' I" 

Lower Saxony’s capital' will 'hfivfe IdJ* 
sign itself to rib longer 1 ‘being the- 

i*i . 1 • .• Jill ’ 


nomie barometer par excellence; ' 

' 1 Though 1 it^ migKt 'haVe 'beeri W 


to have - it will .be' inteffeittor ™ 

1 ' ' ' ' ' ’ " 1 f ' ; ' ' (Hehdelatiiat't. 1 ! V Xpril 1 ^ 
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Lambsdorff is cool over institutes 

■ ■ 

tax cut plan to boost economy 


: 15:.. 1 V' 1 ' *" ' 

r i he recommendation by five econo? 

..mlc institutes, that/. Boim.reduce 
[axes to ■. stimulate : the economy, lias been 
received with reserve -by Economic Af*i 

(aira-Mipister Otto Graf LambsdotfL- 
'• He said he considered an^ diicussion; 
Inopportune and ‘ meaningless now. The 
federal government ' would not discuss 
possible steps to boost the economy un-i 
til it had reliable information ton eco- 
nomic trends and foreign -trade. 1 
But most business associations wel- 
comed the recommendations of the in- 
stitutes. ' 1 

Herr Lambsdorff agreed with the in- 
stitutes that the rapid depreciation of 
the dollar and the Increased fierceness 
of collective bargaining have dampened 
business prospects, leading to invest- 
ment restraint. 

-Overall economic development in the 
first few months of this year had been 
“not inconsiderably distorted” by mon- 
etary turbulence and wage disputes. 

In their spring report, the economic 
research institutes of Berlin, Hamburg, 
Munich, Kiel and Essen were agreed that 
the GNP would grow by a mere 2.$ per 
cent (iri real terms) this year. 

In its annual economic report, the 
Benin government had considered 3.5 
per cent growth feasible, though 
dependent on numerous domestic and 
foreign trade elements. 


The institutes explained their down- 
ward amendment of last autumn’s report 
by 0.5 per cehf as due to the dollar 
weakness and labour disputes. 

Last autuirin’s optimism, they say, has 
largely 1 dissipated, and the economy is 
generally unstable. ; ' ! ' 

Tq overcome this , they recomhiend a 

Bundesbank and the! parties to collective 
bargaining that would go tayofid secur- 
(ngjvhat hf^ been achieved ,(p .pipmofc 

sustained growth..' . , 

* 1 ■ ■■ 1 ■ 1 1 1 ' 

. , These are the recommendations: 

Fiscal Policy: A new income tax rate 
that 1 would provide relief fof the lower 
and medium brackets should be imple- 
mented as soon as possible. 'Priority 
should be given to the elimination of 
the tax bracket leap from the propor- 
tionate to the progression zone. Fur- 
thermore, the progression effect of in- 
come tax should be countered. 

If the new tax rates which, according 
to Finance Ministry calculations, would 
cost at least DM11,000 million cannot 
be implemented swiftly, five per cent 
across-the-board reductions should be 
granted under stability legislation. This 
would lead to a loss of revenue of 
DM7,000 million in 1979. The consoli- 
dation need must not become a maxim 
of fiscal policy, and growth must be 
promoted through public investment. 

Monetary Policy: The institutes rec- 
ommend that the Bundesbank - gradually 
reduce the heavy money supply expan- 
sion of the past few months. It is unre- 
asonable to attempt to achieve the eight 


per cent target' (increase of money sup- 
ply,' ed.) withbut regard for overall -eco- 
nomic risks: '■ • ■. " 

But a slowdown in the expansion in 
the money supply can only be achieved 
if no further large-scale foreign ex- 
change purchases" are ■ made. -There ‘is* 
much to indicate that such interventions 
bn currenoy markets have kindled father 
than dampened unrest ' ; 

"Wage Poitcy: This year s round of col- 
lective bargaining 1 has led to consider- 
ably lower Wage deals than in 1977 but 
business profit margins are still lower 
tlran those of 1976, making this the 
only' year in which the distribution of 
incomes was reversed. , 

In 1979, the parties to cpllectivc ban 
gaining will again be faced with the tusk 
of orientating wage deals by the improv- 
ed profit expectations of business. 

1 Instead of tough labour disputes, new 
forms, of bargaining should be found 
that would adapt wage deals to changed 
economic conditions. 

Labour Market: Since unemployment 
is not diminishing, the institutes rec- 
ommend that the parties to collective 
bargaining agree on shorter working 
times, as was customary until a few 
years ago. This should take place in 
small steps and lo a different extent for 
each branch of business and be linked 
with forgoing wage offsets. 

Reduction of the flexible retirement 
age and . extended training periods 
should be considered as a way of reduc- 
ing the supply Of labour. 

The German Institute for Economic 
Research in Berlin and the Rhineland- 


Westphalian Institute in Essen have put; 
forward extensive dissenting opinions, i 
The Berlin institute opposes tax re- 
ductions, holding that their effectiveness; 
would be relatively small and govern- 
ment investment programmes would 

take effect more swiftly. } 

The Essen institute sees the key to 
I stepped-up growth in the trade unions, 

; maintaining tliat their return to a beha- 
viour in keeping With economic condi^ 
tions is more important than anything 

' else. (Frankfurter AUgemetae Zeituni 

Hlr Deutschland, 25 April 1978) 

Bonn waives 


B 


ri 

debts for j 
poor nations 

onn intends to waive all the debtd 


Oof the poorest developing nations. \ 
Development Aid Minister Rainer Of-* 
fcrgeld, SPD, said in Bonn on 19 April 
that these, countries at present owed tho 
Federal Republic of Germany DM 1,800 

million. ; , • j 

Annual repayments amounted to DM 

80 million. , ■ 

Herr Offcrgeld said that decision on 

waiving the debts of the 30 poorest de- 
veloping countries would be made on ail 

individual basis. . ; 

Credits to this group of countries 
have been particularly "soft” with dura- 
tions of 50 yeare and an interest rate of 
0.75 per cent. 

The Minister said his governments 
decision to waive the debts of the poor- 
est developing nations was unlikely to 
be popular but what mattered was to 

help them. 

Two-thirds of Germany’s development 
aid Bowed back into this country in the 
form or Third World orders, he said. 
This secured more than 40,000 jobs, ill 
1976. riF® 

(Hamburger Abendblatt, 20 April 1978) 



r he lull in the economic discussion 
is over - and not only because of 
le downward amendment of tiie growth 

ireefist to 25 per cent. 

The revival of the subject is due to an 
conomic and political constellation in 
rhich the Bonn government could not 
tem conjecture even if it were con- 
inced that doing nothing was the best 

lolicy at the moment. 

The Copenhagen Summit growth tar- 
get of 45 per cent (for the Community 
is a whole) and the domestic 35 per 
sent target being a pipedream, the pub- 
ic^ supported by political parties and 
groups, will conclude: less growth, more 
government programmes: 

All the catchphrases for a major 
debate have been provided by , the eco- 
nomic research institutes: wage policy, 
shorter working time, monetary- risks, 
public spending and tax relief. , ■ , 

There is no reason to disbelieve the 
government that it has no intention of 
doing anything at the moment - and, 
indeed, does not know what it could, 
possibly do with/any chance of success. 

But it takes nelthisr crystal-gazing nor. 
wishful thinking to come UP with the. 
following: forecast for the outcome of; 
the new economic piolicy debate: by 
mid- 1978 Bonn will at least say that a 
programme is in the making, centering 

on further tax relief. , 

Despite likely, opposition from, targe 
segments <if tiW- trade Minolta SPD 
members of parliament, pressure -by, .the , 
nation’s ‘political : for cps (1 wil) • , go jn, that ; 
direction. ; And this will be the jfcovem- 


Policy argument is ready 
to start raging again 


m 



menfs only instrument which can at 
least do no harm — even if it does no 
good. 

Other avenues will soon prove im- 
practicable. The government has no way 
to impose moderation on the trade 
unions sjnee it can. hardly be more out- 
spoken toi its wa^e recommendations 
than it was this year if the parties to 
collective bargaining are to retain their 

autonomy! V . 

This year's wage deals exceed the max- 
imum recommendations in the, annual 
economic report, and L tbe government 
cannot be, blamed for [pmendihg .its 
growth target accordingly. ^ : v ,k 
1 The trade unions! the SPD parliamen- 
; tary party and the CDU social affairs 
cbmmittees ate: once more raising the 
issue of shorter working ttipes. , 

But can this reduce the number of 
jobless? An amendment of tip ,woikipg 
tlih,oegulitiori.;cou|d. d9 .WJm. thdri 
Vadapf ; the. maximum > permissible weekly 

, wprkli )i, m, itomjnfc* 

30s, to present conditions^ 


Even if the lawmakers were to go so 
far as to reduce the number of hours in 
keeping with today’s criteria, there 
would still be the question of wage off- 
sets, and this would, have to be ikralt 
yvith by the parties to coyectiye bar^un- 

ing. . . i . . .i 

German Confederation of T,rade 

Unions chairman Heinz Oskar Vetter 
at : present resorting ‘ to formulas along 
the -lines, of “a toll offset; for shortg 
Working: time 'hr one thing,- and ‘shorter 
Wotkirig time with wipe increases in real 

tarmS is another ” . ' . ; - 

‘This^hoWs that the trade unions are 
still far 'front a ! consensus. And there is 
nothing the government can do oti; its 

'■The situation over growth rislra- due to 
foreign exchange rates - is' similar. It 
seems : the -Americans; have permitted 
themselves to be convinced that the dol- 
lar rate i does not only concern them. - • > f 
. But, for : the .time beings the Chancel- 
lor should forget hiS idea of a. major Eu* 
robean ' currency. Snake- as an expolt-stat 
bilising- Element because! fixedl exchange 
rates in Eurtpe Would .primarily export 
in nation,, (Which i has brought some . of 
oyr neighhoyra to the yerge^of Incpppci- 

tation »in: their epqnomic policy; T^ereU 


no need for us to burden ourselves with 

such problems as well. 

What remains is therefore a growth- 
oriented fiscal policy. Stepped up public 
spending is a remedy to be found in any 
textbook on economic policy. 

But which spending is to be stepped 
| up? Proposals are coming in from all 
1 quarters, but they priniarily concern so- 
cial consumption, which should actually 
i be reduced in favour of greater invest- 
ment scope. These investments are 
[piling up in a mammoth bottleneck, 

! amounting; to a two-digit billion figure, 
resulting from red tape, court proceeding^ 

. and citizens’ initiatives. ; 

j The politicans will thus hardly have 
any choice but further tax relief. Experi- 
ence over the past three years — 

> investment '-sutwidie^,' corporate tax re* 
.form, reduced, capital- tax, better deduct* 

' ibles — is hardly encouraging, and it- 
i unlikely tbat itax relief will, provei very 
'effective from one dayto the. next. • 1 

\ All that says, anything fpfctax- relief a$ 
ia preliminary step before tax reforms is 
j that it can do no harm and might pro* 
;vide that medium-range security neces-j 

i sary to stimulate private investment. ’ ! , 

1 Politicians and associations calling for 
\ tax relief must bear in mind thpt tlierej 
'is no way of re-establishing the arlthnfcj 
tically calculable; security of, the. 50 qnd 

1 60.- .| • j ?i ;f ‘.,|.i 1 1 >'. j -!-! 1 ') 

The i recipes of tita past haye/b|d6hi(i 
i obsplete. But, there.,. is; .no . push-Buttoni 
i way of erigepdering growth mow, ; 'j 
■ l . Hans D.Barbier \ 

(SDddeuiicha Zaltung, 2S .April ! ?78) 
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ornamcn Ml plastic troll isos and grilles, 
comploto wilh framework, ere e versa - 
llle way o( making up your own OIY 
radiator grilles, partitions, floral' dis- 
plays, shelves end much, much more. 

■ ■ 
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*' V'-Ust 


alurahma 


combines aluminium and plastic In a 
robust and practical range ideally suit- 
ed for OIY shelves, showcases, furni- 
ture and the like. 





German air industry flying 
high as Hanover fair opens 


Top-Top range 

comp f Isos eight basic units (hat can 
bo combined to suit every furnishing 
requirement. Units ere boxed ready 
!°* assembly. j usl compon9nt9 
•nlo positron; neither screws nor glue 
are needed. 




KUNSTSTOFF QmbH. plastics 
and malarware manufacturers, 
P.O.B. 390, D-4900 Hoi lord, 
Fodoral Republic of Germany 
T.: 0522 T- 4008/7/0, Tolox: 0934839 


f I Tponner Economic Affairs Minister 
; I J. Hons Friderichs issued a significant 
! warning at the opening of Hie aviation 
; I show in Hanover in 1976. 

I . “Here in Europe we have managed 
! I to play down national competition in 
I some products" he said, 
j “But until tills danger has been com- 
I pletcly overcome I can only warn against 
I reserving markets. Once we start doing 
[ so, we could soon be faced with slogans 
like ‘Buy British’, ‘Buy French’ ,or ‘Buy 
German’. T hi s retrogression into nation- 
alism and sales regimentation would be 
I loo high a price." 

The warning showed signs of coming 
true a few months ago when the Ger- 
nian-DulcIi aerospace concern VFW- 
Fokfccr, for years the vaunted model of 
European cooperation, nict its Waterloo 
with the first Gcrmnn jetliner VFW 614. 
The company went to Hie verge of col- 
lapse and cast a dark shadow on the 
hopes of the German aviation industry. 

■ This gave way to euphoria just before 
the international Aviation Show ILA *78 
from 26 April to 4 May. 

The defeat of the VFW 614 has been 
offset by the Airbus A 300 for short and 
medium -ha ul traffic, whose development 
was secured by the Gentian and French 
governments with subsidies and gua- 
rantees of 1,000 million dollars. 

Since the Eastern Airlines’ (the 
world’s second largest) order for 23 Air- 
buses A 300 B-4 (worth DM 1,500 mil- 
won) vrith 1 options lor nine more, -and 25 
smaller Airbuses A 300 B- 10, the green 
light for the birth of an "Airbus family", 
the breakthrough seems made. 

This is the first time a European jet- 
liner has gained a foothold in the Ame- 
ncan market. There is already a rumour 
that Allegheny Airlines and Pacific 
Southwest Airlines (PSA) may follow 
suit. 

Ludwig BGIkow, former board chair- 
man of Messerechmitt-Bfllkow (MBB) 
and president of the National Associa- 
tion of the German Aerospace Industry 
announced only a few days before the 
opening of ILA ‘78 that lie foresaw no 

major employment problems in the 
German aviation industry. 

The success of the Airbus, the series 
production of the fighter plane Panavia, 
the booming sales of the BO 105 heli- 
copter and the remarkable performance 
or German technology in various space 
projects support Herr Baikow*s forecast. 

The long-term cooperation agreement 
between the European aviation compa- 
Aerospatiale, , British Aerospace; 
MBB and VFVV-Fokker, aimed at devS 
oping a joint and competitive organisa- 
tion for the development, manufacture 
and sale of civilian aircraft, must be 
viewed against the same backdrop. . 

The intention is not only to sell the 
Airbus family but also JET, a new short i 

w!?h caft “ ,wo reBionj 

with 120 and 160 seats. 

But there is once again, a spanner in 
the works of European cooperation, evi- 
denced by the fact that Rolls Roycc Is 
out of the running as engine manufactu- 
r for JET and British Aerospace is 
therefore stalling on its partnership. This 
is the only explanation for British Air- 
ways decision in favour of the, Boeing 1 

™ 10 the Vtag Trident. I 

not 1 ™ £2[ ei Jf an solulion " which does " 
not fit into the concept of Europeart 
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aviation policy, is the only shadow bn 
European cooperation Just before the 
opening of ILA *78. 

Bonn’s State Secretary Martin Gritner, 
the declared redeemer and coordinator 
of the German aerospace . industry, who 
is to coordinate national industries in a 
European framework, will find it hard to 
come up with suitable words about a 
European alliance at the Hanover avia- 
tion show. 

The aviation industry, which in Ger- 
many has a turnover of more than 
DM5,000 million and employs 57,000 
highly-qualified people, is full of opti- 
mism. 

Some 60 per cent of, exhibitors in Ha- 
nover come from abroad, the United 
States group being the largest, domi- 
nated by General Aviation. 

Beechcraft will have 10 models, Cess- 
na 18 and Piper 19, emphatically con- 
firming the leading position of US 
manufacturers. 

The figures speak for themselves; The 
United States produced 16.906 sports 
and executive planes in 1977, Cessna 
providing 8,839 units, equalling 51.1 per 
cent of turnover. The Pennsylvania Piper 
Aircraft Corporation accounted for 
4,498 craft. 

^ Compared' with’ previous shows, ILA 
7S will be more trade-oriented. There 
will be none of the big hits and specta- 
cular craft which in 1976 attracted more 
than 200,000 visitors. There will be hardly 
anything new although 140 more aircraft 
will be shown than in 1976. 

Dornier will present its prides, the 
Skyservant and the Alpha Jet, MBB will 
be represented by Germany’s most suc- 
cessful post-war flying machine: six BO 
105 helicopters. 

Laymen and experts alike are interest- 
ed in the costly and technically fascinat- 
ing MRCA Tornado fighter plane. 
Overshadowed by traditional prestige 


craft (primarily military* there will h. 
exhibits worth seeing such as the Soviet 
short and medium-haul YAK-42 with 
seating for 120. It had its maiden niaht 
on 7 March 1975 and 2,000 are to he 
built by the late 80s. This craft has not 
been seen in Germany. 

The Polish foreign trade organisation 
for the aviation industry, Pezetcl, vriu 
present its one-seater agricultural nlane 
the PZL-106A KRUK with a top ' speed 
of 200 km/h and a working speed of 
120-160 km/h. The “manure bomber" 
is not only suited for agricultural m. 

poses but is also a pleasure for aircraft 
buffs to look at, 

The Germah aviation industry haj 
more to offer than will be shown io 
Hanover. But there is little incentive il. 
though it could provide colour amid lb? 
drabness of the “giants”. 

■ « 

That the German glider industiy’i 
^super orchids” -.costly top-performanw 
fibreglass craft In the industry’s jargon - 
will be absent simply proves that thw 
need no promotion. 

Much will be new at ILA ’78. T k 
airport will present Craft of our Timr, 
and in the airport building there will b? 
exhibits on the scheduled and charto 
traffic of the 80s, safety problems art 
future navigation systems, as well u 
modern passenger processing methods 
to make departure more tolerable. Fullj 
automated landing systems blueprints 
will also be on show. Here lecJuiicisns 
Snd scientists have 1 largely reached con ; 
sensus though many details remain In 
be solved. 1 

One of the objectives of ILA *78 will 
be to cope with growing air traffic and 
its problems in small Europe. This ha 
to be achieved jointly; no other brandi 

of industry is so dependent on coopera- 
tion. 

As a result of cooperation, evidenced 
by the Airbus, the Americans in many ; 
instances no longer have an edge over 
Europe’s aviation industry. J 

Karl Morgenstem , 
(Doutache Zeitung, 21 April IPH 
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■ SATELUTES 


One, ZeroM. Europe finally 
has a lift-off into space 


E urope's ascent into space has been 
slow and painful. But despite this 
European unmanned satellites have been 
a major success and prospects for the 
future look good. 

The unending financial debates within 
the European Space Authority (ESA) and 
nationalistic attitudes- of some- member 
Stales mean progress is very slow. ■ 

The most important step towards a 
space industry independent of* the USA 
is the . development of a European rock- 
et. ■ The experiments with European 
rockets between 1971 and 1973 'were 
miserable failures and cost DM2 billion. 

The new European rocket hope is 
called ■ Ariane and Bonn has pumped 
DM388 million intd the project since 
1973. Four prototypes have been built 
and tested, yet no-one knows precisely 
wliat they are capable of. Which is why 
Bonn is not putting any money into 
large scale production until the tests are 
completed. 

So far, the Europeans and the Ger- 
mans have performed a number of suc- 
cessful space experiments using Ameri- 
can rockets. Two Helios satellites were 
launched in 1974. Twelve experiments 
were conducted to find out about the in- 
teraction of the sun and the earth’s at- 
mosphere and interplanetary space and 
nine German institutes were involved in 
experiments to measure solar wind, 
cosmic rays and even polar lights. 
Symphonic, a joint Ccrnmn-French 


project, is of purely scientific value, a 
news satellite launched on December 19 
1974. It uses technology completely dif- 
ferent from the Inteisat IV class com- 
monly used today. Nasa supplied the 
Thor Delta rocket, but it also imposed 
the condition that the Europeans were 
not to derive any commercial benefit 
from' the satellite. The satellite . could 
transmit two colour television pro- 
grammes or 600 telephone calls lit the 
same time. 

Meteosat, a European weather Satellite, 
is sending back remarkably clear infra- 
red weather pictures. It is one of seven 
world weather observation satellites over 
different pnrts of the world forming a 
complete meteorological network. 

The pictures Meteosat sends back are 
analysed at the Cologne University Insti- 
tute of Geophysics and Meteorology. 
Professor Raschke of. the institute help- 
ed work out the satellite’s scientific pro- 
gramme. 

A European satellite somewhat sadly 
off course at the moment is Geos. 
The launching with a Nasa rocket in 
April of last year did not go according 
to plan. Despite this. Geos continues to 
send back data on the earth’s magneto- 
sphere to its ground station in Michel- 
stadt in the Odcnwald. 

The European Spacelub being built at 
Erno in Bremen is a mayor European 
project. There is unanimity about this at 
Esa. The spacelah will be put into orbit 


by the American space shuttle to con- 
duct chemical, physical and other ex- 
periments in weightless conditions. Esa 
is spending DM33 million on the ex- 
periments alone. 

The Orbital Test Satellite is worthy of 
our attention for two reasons. One is 
that it and Its Thor Delta rocket explod- 
ed precisely 57 seconds after launching 
on 13 September 1977; the other is that 
it Was built in Europe on the building 
block system. This news satellite oper- 
ates, between 11 and 14 Giga-Hertz, 
whereas normal news satellites operate 
between 4 and 6 Giga-Hertz. The build- 
ing block system means that .it is poss- 
ible to install various electronic units in 
the standard chassis, cutting costs con- 
siderably. , t . 

•American and European scientists 
have high hopes for Project Isee, which 
pieans International . Sun and Earth Ex- 
ploration. Two satellites were launched 
in October 1977 as part of this project. 
It is hoped that they will improve on 
the measurements the Helios satellites 
sent back and throw new light on the 
important area, of solar-terrestrial con- 
nections. 

If the Spacesh uttle works correctly for 
once, Esa and Nasa will launch a space 
telescope to measure ultra-violet radia- 
tion in inter-galactic space and from dis- 
tant stars. This radiation does not reach 
the earth and so is out of the range of 
ordinary observatories. 

Fircwheel is the name of an Es.i pro- 
ject developed by Professor Haercnde! at 
the Max Planck Institute in Garcliing.. 
Clouds of barium arc to he dropped at a 
height of 200 kilometres to measure the 
earth’s magnetosphere. 

The second test launching of Ariane 
will be in December 1979 and it will 
then be clear wliat further space re- 
search can be done. The project is 
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Sun probe: German-Amerioan solar pro- 
be being mounted on its Titan Centaur 
rocket. (Photo: MBB) 

known as Oscar and its sole function is 
to facilitate communication between ra- 
dio hams, so that they can send their 
“hello, how are you?” messages out into 
space. 

World-wide communication from home 
to home will no longer be on shortwave 
but by satellite. 

Nasa and Esa rccenLly started another 
project — a satellite specially equipped 
to pick up star spectra in the ultraviolet 
area. The main instrument on the space 
vehicle is a 45 cm telescope. The Euro- 
peans will be able to contact the satellite 
via the ground station at Villufranca 
near Madrid. Horst R:iden\achcr 

(Kcilncr Scndt-Aiwei^cr, 22 April I M 7&1 
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8x56 Steel Model 
without rail 


For night 

Whan sitting for observation 

Precision Telescopic. Sights with greatest twilight factor by diflex ooatihg. 
Leading products of best Wetzlar quality work. 
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Lightweight model — Telescopic Sights 

with variable magnification 4 - 12 x46D. 

2Vi -8x42 And 1V4-6 x36‘ 
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Lightweight model — Telescopic Sights 
6 x42 and 4x36, qil with, rail : * 
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Steel model - Telescopic Sights. 

8 x 56; 6 x 42' and 4'x 36/ all without rail 
All models available ’with doubie 'adjustment. 

Guarantee 6 years. Schmidt and Bender telesooplc sights have, been 
tried and proved to , be bullat and shock proof, water-tight and' resistant 
to, all temperatures ail over the world! 
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German Sparkling Wines and 
Spirits 

The exclusive Sbhnlein products 
are known worldwide 
top-quality and reasonable prices 

Ask for literature and 
detailed offer from: 

SOHNLEIN 
RHEINGOLD KG 


SAhnlelnalraBe 8 • P.O.Box 130338 - D-B200 Wieabaden 13 (Schlaraleln) • Federal Rep, of Germany 
Phone: (06121) * 25 01 • Telex: 41 68705 • Cable: Rhalngold Wiesbaden 
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Antique and modern : 
style brass articles 
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FILMS 
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Does German film 


P rominent. German film director 
Rainer Werner Fassbinder is always 
threatening to . emigrate to America - 
after he has completed his next project. 

Wim Wenders, too,- Is 1 seriously con- 
sjdenng a move to the promised land of 
- 9V And they are not the only ones 
who complain that It is impossible lo 
work in West Germany. 

/* ? ere to be a ware of ein/gra- 
[ion by Gctmaiv f to directors to the 
USA? If so, it would be the fourth one. 
n is worth looking back on how their 
predecessors got on In the USA. 

The first wave was in the 1930s. 
America was I fie leading film-making 

rounlry m the world and the film me- 
tropolis of Hollywood had the montfy to 
allract tlw finest European lalcnt. The 
most prominent filmmakers to go to 

i HfETS^mS 0 !! Gcma *y *** Ernst 
Lubitsch, F.W. Mumau and Ewnld Andre 

Dupont. 

Mumau had caused a sensation with 
his honor film ' Nbsferatu and won a 
place in film history with his Last Man. 

He foiled to find success in Hollywood, 
wnnse, a film based on Hermann Su- 
dermann s Journey to Tilsit, aroused 
some interest, but Mumau’s third film 
war taken out of his hands and given to 
another director. He retired to a South 
Sea island where he produced Taboo at 
hi? own expense. Tills was a retreat to 

IlL 1 !° bl .L s * U8e " a fli » ht from cirilia. 

-turn apJto i|ltt rt;.Tnh r li 

'in common with modem Tijmihiikers. 

**■*»* J 13 ^ more luck. He came to 
Hollywood in 1923, after Mumau. His 

wflh * he f ™°us 
.3 s J h u ,0Ucl1 ■ He transformed the 
slaps i ck humour with his European 
nonchalance and his risque allusions got 
PKUhe puntanical film censor Lu- 
•55? ols ? J“ d ® frec in the pro- 

fc^tad" ,iln "- S0naMns Mu ™ 

E.A. Dupont, who made Ids first Am- 
erican film in 1938, is now virtually for- 
gotten in Germany. His Varidte {1925) 
h«n a significant move away from ex- 

Tl/olfgangStaudte has just completed 
J/ hfs first cinema film for eight 

D! 5 enlWed Zwischengteis (Be- 
hveen platforms) and stars Mel Ferrer, 

MteZm. “ ,in 8nd Hanne - 

Ptodueet Dr. Hamid MOIler descHbrn 

K"” 1 of^ow. violence and 
nope. The: action- take* place in Dost- 
war Germany’ between llltf and 196] * 
in and around Munich. * 

I asked Wolfgang Staudte: “ft (his >8 

Syr luil i > f Prof-wor Genm- 

"fT Shudle, *iejrJiaired and in his laic 

shook his head: "It b about the 

- w 'row trelilnd in pjpte'a 
hearts, heads and souls" 

but w 1 fllm ^ lhe BR1 using 

wL H V m mit den -Weissen 

' (Gentlemen with, white Waist- 

s iWflfcLa" man" Slnc€ ^ ,en he has been 
wortmg mainly as a television director 

XDct Seewotf and Lodavt des GcUrtrx • 

rcc cd Geunan versions of foreign films. . 
including Clockwork Orange. - ^ 

Slendioji returning ‘to hti old 
effec H of Nelioial SodiN 

S STSSyi*- ms' 

and I960 he made « numbei of socially 



prcislonism'irifilm, 

blit in 1 .Hollywood 
lie was rifever any 
more thaii a run-bf ‘ 
the-mlll director.'. 

Tlift German .dlfec- 
tors who .eth^ralod 

td the US In the 11 

1930s did not do so The emigrants of film: BemhardWfckl, success and - then an 
voluntarily. The Hollywood; Emit Lubitich, transformed slapstick, 

■** KS *» »w,en.,aMBlant director of 

redrf« 8 n * *"?* t 718 Da/ and In 1965 directed 

iSthct rilS^llu^W 1 ^« ? 0 ’''’ r drfm “ Monfuri In AmerioUle 

EE f“W collure ,nd , Still, remain took, month,, longer than : planned (o 

. Robcrsiodntak Wlio nith’ Bill^ 

S £ ,*3 to 929 with the ws allll not., recces. “ 

? *** clw ill“f the brilliant and 

er Donah! nr* T ii T?i? f r a di^ '■ ainh,ious «W» # filmmaking in Ger- 
enDouglas Sirk (Hans Dcllcf 3irk) is many did not suit Hollywood In Ameri- 

slill a controversial figure, rediscovered ca solid . commercial fiimSi produced 

^ Gcnjbn clncasts. His parent^ They are wliat the public, wants and they 

ny 'h^rn^nTn i“ P Ar ST* ta ^ “""V- Occaatopally ,one of 

ny, wnere he waf a master, of lachry- them even turns out to have artiirir 

melodrama In America, he coptin: merit, but tills is not the rule 
^ S^tcil te,r ' Je ' fcC,S ■ Wl ' i ' :,, , IT " oll ^ aod «toretaa wl,o came 

ftwBS (Heimann Kostertit4 

XTSi” in/fmerica* C,llCVC ' 1 5 °' id I thoue J‘ J)? * ere - «5V longer £ 

dnrif«(h , e te 3ftT ,0f * WlW T* GernU ^ '“^'adclE ‘fitaflt 

1® JJj e 30s successful In Holly- remakes of his silent film successes- f)w 

who^had'Tn Tff- P [, 1CliC 1 1 f “ nlnM i“ rs T, w Eschtwpur and DwiSisSte 
yrno had no difficulty adapting. This Crabmal (The Indian Gravel both mnHr> 

cannot be said of the .third wave of era- in I9S8, and Die 1000 Amen dea Dr 

In "tv Afc6ure(1960). They were complete fail- 

CennaTSTrf Sore d.^3 Hdfy. ^ * l< “ Umed *° f« 

ZftZ heK Sim, rt\ on ,he 0,hCT ** 

man directors. . ’ : H ^ ba ^.. Il ? ,ne - Yachts, wenn 

Things did not work out that uw i nl w hen the Devil 

Helmut KHutneris two American flid? Game) and Der Schulfaund were re- 

Too Koung and A SSjSFR *2 ! ff?! WOrks * *r AmuSH 

are no more than copies of averaw Hn? ! ? hfi of *he Aztecs) and Der 

1 vmreui m ^" ^ prcs 01 av erage Hoi- ■ Kampf urn Rom rrh* Rattle 




E5 ?SS o °t ' *2?* B,tue for R ° me) 

- W fllmm “ king lM W“"y : _ William (Wilhelm) Dieterle, who only 


German to be a commercial success in 
America. 

Bernhard Wlckl, a Swiss who worked 
in Germany, did not fare much better, 
After the spccess of his film Die BrOcki 


William (Wilhelm) Dieterle^ who only 
; made a name for himself in America 
•: S d ™ a spe^Iirt in autobiographical 

; T. ~J“* wotla mclude iouis Pasteur 
Juarez, Emile Zola arid Florence Night- 
ingale — made only two feeble fihm, 


Wolfgang Staudte back 
bis old riiemes again 


r. m 









oveMhot budget; Fritz Lang, adapted 
r ■ . (PhotoH ltiforprai 2, ^ 

.Herrin .tfcr/MWf (The .Mistress, of V 
WpridX and Fatfnachtsbeichte (Shim 
Tuesday: Confession) before giving uai 

Frank Wisbar, who left Germany i 
1938 and became a prominent televisioo 
director in.America, produced a mlmte 
of passable -war .films such as Hm 
wollt ilir ewig leben? (Do you fftnU 
live; for ever, you runts?) before tint 
ing to -TV. Max Reinhardt’s son Goth 
fried, who worked mainly as a produced 
the USA,- returned to Berlin in 1954 H 
could not prevent the decline; of (I 
German 'film either as a producer or si 
director.: Nor could Erich pommer, 

!, ? d yy^ e » d P roducer in the -golden dap 
ol ufa,. He gave up and returned to fa 
USA in 1955. 

i_Thero is unlikely to be a fourth nv 
of film emigration do Hollywood. At/ 
director, who risked such a move wxii 
undoubtedly fail. The only - filiiimakm 
who. have succeeded in Hollywood hut 1 
come from healthy film industries el- 
sewhere. The 50s and 60s wave of m- 
igration . di(k not work. And since £bcv 
the gap between American andGermo 
cinema has become greater. 

Hollywood would not tolerate direc 
tore portraying themselves. Even Frill 
Uang had to master American (Uni 
language before he could produce hit 
successful American works. No modem 
German filmmaker is anywhere near ait 
American style. And who among ll«a 
is likely to give up his heavy teuloni' 
style? They are all far too sensitive fo 
tiiat, Fassbinder in Hollywood? .Well, 
suppose it would make a good subjrc 
for a film. Sven Hanses , 

(Die Welt, 1 5 April 19^ 

critical films on contemporary themed 
Die M&rder skid unter um (lhe Munkt- 
ers are Among Us), Rotation, Rom ft 
den Staatsanwalt (Roses for the Sot j 
Piwecutor) and A7imes (The Fair). 

t *F^P* tor Zwischengteis was M • 

Witten by Staudte himself but by Jw f 
riich writer Doiothee ■ Dhan,- : who Jw 
writtenthe script for the film Das m 
nom (The Unicom) based on the ^ 1 
nymous novel by Martin Walser. Mj ; 

, . . Zwischengteis is an original iWorpM} 

Of autobfographlcai detaih. ; fci 

Staudte summarises the pldt^rtjP^! ■ 

I”®. pf two people with ^ erefl | \ 
bhck^odnds, • bbth uprooted the W I 
®nd;the Third, Reich, - whoitijai^kiil , 

: rt- mm a ^ ^ bIi .'l \ 

,k !)'« at,: *o KiloWSiS 

Haby flayed by Mel Fen4r#hed® 
applies for a much sou gh t *af te&posfiMi 1 

. T" 1 " le roilitary gQ^9ni4® 

I hay ta11 j" 'ova but their; g&gt S<* 


Schrotli ortthe set of Staude'i new 


film ZwIschOfiglei? ( Betwee n” Platf ojrjrii j. 


^ tove but their; gfegt hoi 

'SMSHasawi 

by love albne. ' * - wr : 1 

^^tVJe^Veblo)^ m 

Continued on ^ 
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to, controversial version 
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I D ^ ^history of tho , Qberammergau 
passion play we . rea^:. , "If. K^spar 
§chis|er had nof suddenly felt homesick 
In 1633, who knows what the history of 
oui' village would have hedri? ” 

Scfiister had Ief( .the." plague-infested 
Werdenfels . area and; fet^rnea to Ober- 
ammergau, a village in [the remote 
upper part of the Ammer valley. ,Un- 
knpwingly,' he brought the pfagpe with 

Wm. .... | . 

The plague decimated the. yillnge nnd 
Only ceased its ravages when fie villag- 
ers vowed that they , would ; perform- a 
pliiy representing ’Christ’s.' Passion every 
tep yeqr$ if the Lord would free them of 
it. ;■■■ ' , , 

Thb wj?h,was granted ; and sinctf theq 
the Oberammergau passion play ' has 
been perforiilCd every, ten . years (except 
In 1770 and 1810 wliert tne authorities 
banned the perforinance on the groijnds 
that it was "too sensual a representation 
of the Passion” and during the two 
wprld wars.) Virtually the eritirO village 
is involved in one way or another. 

Over the years there has been increas- 
ing controversy in the village and' out- 
side about the play. 

One objection frequently voiced was 
that it was not right to make money out 
of'Oiir Lords’s Passion. This criticism is 
still heard but It Is not the main one. 

. TKe main reason for the disputes and 
arguments is the play text. In 1960 'the 
American Jewish Congress complaiiied 
that Jt contained a number of : anti-Semi- 
tic passages and formulations. 

After the massacres of Jews in Ger- 
man concentration camps during the 
Third Reich, such formulations coming 
ffom'Gerpian lay actors vyould appear 
hurt fill and dubious (6 ah, international 
aUdlerice, the body argued. There are, 'for 
instance, 1 references to “the cursed 

synagogue* and "a 'Jewish 1 brood of 
ripers.’* * • d - ■ ■ ... ■ i 

Dr Prinz, then president Of the con- 
gress, also criticised the portrayal of cer- 
tain figures: ‘‘PbritiuS Pilate "is portrayed 
as racially and 'intellectually superidi 1 , as 
a solid; noble, idck-like; figuifc among ’a 
bunch of Jews/ This Was What delighted 
Hitler durlfig ’the 300th anniversary per- 
formance ih‘ 1934.” ■' 

. The people of Oberammergaq with 
their obstinate Bavarian .sense of tradi- 
tion did take these pb je.ctions . very 
seriously. The text was written long be- 
fore- the Nazi era. The' present l version 
had been performed since I860 without 
any major changes. . : .: i 1 ■; ■ i. 

' This* version ' was 1 written by ; Alois 
Daisenbetgef, then Clerical Councillor in 
OberammergaU. Dalsenberger stuck clo- 
sely . to the . New . Testament text .for 
tlra most part and relied oni h|s own 
rather naive imagination, fpr the rest The 
people of Oberammergau pointed, out 
that the p'lay.had been; directed since |5f 22 
by thp same person, Georg Lang, former 

head qf the OberpminergaU[ (jjcb 00 ^ P f 

Woodcarving; • g} t ; m :. 

In the , midi 70s, , Haqs JJchwaighofer, 
Vfho played Judas .in 50; apd :19^0 ;; apd 
was tohavei been. director o^tfiq j»i$y in 
1970, S propped ■ . that the , 1 750. bdroque 
'Version of theipIay. by Fefdinand Rosner 


ro 1 1 I .-ji» I ' if’'. , i.\ m 't:> ■ j 

Should be used, not only because, the 
modem version had been.attacked for its 

anti-Semitism but also for. literary: re- 

.!;■ -v-Wt » 

Tlie Rpsner .version- is pot, Eke he pre T 
sent version, a series of biblical scenes 
interspersed .with sermon-like prologues. 
It is written in the style- of the . mediae v-; 
ai mystery play. It is a. dramatic struggle 
between the elemental forces of faith 
arid unbelief, ■ between : God and the 
Devil. . . |, ( . ., 

In Rosner’s version, evil is mot person- 
ified in Judas .so much as in the devil: 
The religious controversy between Christ- 
ians and ‘Jews plays, no. part. .It is. a 
struggle between , good and evil in the 
shape of Christ and Satan. 

The language of the Rosner version is 
far more, vivid and powerful than the 
Daisenberger text, which has no : literary 
pretensions or merit. Ini recent perform- 
ances : there lias been , a marked artis- 
tic contrast between the opulence of . the 
stage design and the linguistic poverty 
of Daisepbergeris version. . 

Hans Schwaighofcr had only a minori- 
ty of the villagers behind him in his ar- 
gument for the Rosner version. Outside 
the village he had considerable support, 
including that of Carl Orff, who .offered 
to write the accompanying music for the 
paroque version of the text. 

Schwaighofer put his proposal to the 
local council, who voted for It by a majo- 
rity of one. ,The. majority . of. the .villagers 
ihen boycotted the proposal, t.TJierp was 
an official poll of all voters. 

Only 40 per cent turned out and . a 
majority voted against Schwaighofer. He 
then resigned the directorship of the 
play and did not take part as an actor in 
the subsequent performances. 

Benpdictine ..priest Stephan. Schuller 
from the neighbouring Eltal monastery 
was commissioned to revise the Daisen- 
berger version. He had a similar dissa- 
ppintment to, that of Schwaighofer. - 

Schaller n^pt only believed that the 
offensive anti-Semitic passages had to be 
cut. He also wanted the , prologues to 
the Passion scenes, at present ip rhymed 
sermon form, to be brought up, to , date’ 
There were . a number of theologically 
iri accurate, details .in the . play, which h? 
Wanted altered. ' ^ .. . 

a i i ■ I i • • 1 ( i i i 
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The • lo&r 'couhcll :; 
told hirii even be* 1 
fore he started work ' 
that 1 they cduld' dot 
go 1 along with’ htw i; 
versions of the pro- 
logue. If this vvas ■ 
riot enough, 1 thby 
changed" bis text in 
the rehearsals. Pater 
Schiller withdrew ' 
from the entire pro- 1 
Ject, -Offcourseifis' 1 
uhdferstahddble that ’ 1 
the people of 0b- 11 
era'mmeigAu should 11 
be reluctant • to 
abandon the : version 
they have grown 11 
fdmillAr' witlrriver 
the 1 years in favour 
of a new- more dif- 
ficult text (but oni 1 
far hiore valuable' 
from a literary' 
point of view). After J 
all, these 1 people 1 
give up virtually all"' 
their free time for a 
whole year. Where 
else : will one find 
artythirig' like this is 1 
our hectic age? The Crucifictinn scene 
Oberammergau vil- controversy may tap 
lages believe their 

ostiriacy to be justified by the fact that 
the 1970 performances were cornplctdy 
sold out. 

The dispute carried on after lire 1970 
Passion Play. Deputy mayor Helmut Fis- 
cher, a lawyer who played the part of 
Christ in 1970, led the reformists; mayor 
Zwink led the traditionalists. Agreement 
was reached that the talented Hans 
Schwaighofer should be commissioned 
to ,. direct q number of scenes from the 
Rosner version. 

These scenes were performed In the 
summer of 1977. The press reviews were 
favourable and the archdiocese of Mu- 
nich was well disposed. The Jewish 
community in Bavaria expressed its ap- 
proval. of the new version. All appeared 
to be going well. . . 

Then another poll was conducted 
among the villagers of Oberammergau 
and again this proved the downfall of 
the reformists. The villages were tasked 
to answer ; 11 questions, including the 
vital one of whether they were Tor or 
against reform. , 

Only two-thirds of those entitled . to 
vbte Voted this time.' Only 60 per cent 
answered all the questions,' the rest jiist 

■ ‘ 1 * ’ ■ • , I.:: --- i • ; ‘o' 

1 :l l '■ * . 
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Continued from page 10 

American nor German. In desperation 
he signs up. for the war, in. Kqrea, where 
he js ^ killed/ ^nie - refugee Ani^' suffers 
from' a trauma because as a 14-year-old 
girt she had to fight in .order to survive. 
She 8uffers;from The, fate ;of her, entire 
notion, not from her own guilt.” 

This is ' the first- 'major film, role 1 for 
actor Klaiji- Kinski’s daughter Pola, a- re- 
cognised ;.«i theatre 1 actress. Relaxed arid 
experienced r Mel .< Ferrer, last 1 Seen' in >Pui^ 
zeris Nett (Net)ifieW back to thejUSrthe 
day filming! ended to- i tart* work ori the 
eplo The Norsemen, i ‘ 7' :. ' 1 ' 

-. Dorothee Dhan r si< script' for»-Zwfs- 
pheng/eirwoh a; DM^50,000 Ministry; of 
th^Interior Prize; last year. The Germ art 
Film 1 - Institute’s I project commission : haS 
provided ; DM300,000. ! It ^s co-produced 
by the Bayrischer Rundfunlc -hi J » .ni 
. ;i- 1 Soriptwrltdr bafiri' < expiamS : the 1 title 
thusi *Thisis a fUntAbout reality, between 


.• 1 i - ■ ■ , 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 r.i ■ 


beginning and end. Visually the viewer is 
standing between two platforms, one 


other. 


; One tittle episode, from rflmTng .will 
illustrate how politically, sChsitiye 'the 
subject Is for the. Americans, A dancing 
scene was due to be f^med in, the offi- 
cers* mess, in MpcGraw. barracks in Mu- 
nich.; Everything, seemed: (0 be , all right* 
The actors were. Wearing . port-war 
clothes, the bpnd iwas playing the rpuslc 
of .the t|me, .V. ( ; ' ; ' " _ 

Then the news came' through .that 
permission ^to (11 m , baf), . l?een : refused. 
Thq MacGra w . barracks authorities gpt ln 
; touch with , the ; ' headquarfera in, 
aelberg. .1 *. .. ^ ■ ^i***{\^ • 

J , , Finally,. thp 8<Hhead , ( was- given, : after 
- Wrmlssiqn^Jbeen, granfedivia. satellite 


(rppi,%.hiqg»j.. -f 

• . , Hans JOtgenWebet^i 

.M in .If .'.'{(DrtViWsphgal. t^Apm fM) 




during the Oberammergau Passion Play: 
the villagers* commitment. 

(Photoi Ewald Haag) 

answering the question on reform, and 
most of them were against it. 

Of those who answered all the 
questions, half were for, half against the 
reform. On the whole, the majority were 
against the reform. 

A new controversy broke out. The ad- 
vocates of the Rosner version claimed 
that only those votes on which all 11 
questions were answered should count. 
The traditionalists -argued that all should 
count. 

Again the local council had to make 
the final decision. Despite the majority 
against reform, the council voted by ten 
to six for it. And that, one might think, 
was that. But the Bavarians do nbt give 
Up easily, and the traditionalists were 
not going to accept the decision without 
a fight. 

At the beginning of March there were 
local elections in Oberammergau and a 
new council was voted in. In Oberamm- 
ergau it was not a question of voting 
Christian Socialist or Social Democrat. 
The issue was: are you for or against the 
Rosner version? , 

. The good people of 1 Oberammergau 
voted half file Rosner supported oiit of 
office ana replAded tliehi With Daisen- 
berger backers. Arid when ' the ' new 
council meets for the, first, time at the 
beginning of May, th'dy" Will vote 11 to 
five to slcrap the plaris fof reform.., 

ft js an opep, que?tjqn Wietfibp. the 
people of Oberammergau wil| be as ■ en- 
thusiastic and commited in their prepa- 
Wtiops for the: f$80 wrionpimceVof^the 
Pasifiori; Flay a^.'m previous yeqrs.’ , The 
argument has caused a deep sp)i( : bet- 
ween the citizeriV. s' 

, ft is . quite possible, .that all t|iq ,per- 
(qpnaqcw „ between Whitsun | apd au^ 
tumn of 1^80 wfil be. sold out. No 
doubt the organise Will be , able t9 ; at- 
tract enough “Weeping Englishwomen^ 
curio\is Amqricsfis and qcwty-con verted 
Christiains from AfpMi.arifl Asia! i!r 
. The 1 neutral ^observer , must: conofudd 
that If this play Isi to Jisjye iany^ meaning 
In our [ time 1 arid: 1 for. new : generations, 
Chflpgra. have, td, be i^ade^.Thqi Sfijbfc 
ortineu of the peojde, of Obef 
sag, kinoti m ravwli, eviden^.wla^lWrig 

sense vof, tradition: a&rofvaitngid.and-re^ 

'rogiade way of thinking, daus Koiberg i J 

" a ^ 7 it Aden Tttty 
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■ HEALTH 

Fighting off 
the fungi 
invasion 

# 

M ushrooms make most people think 
of the little plant that sprouts In 
forests and meadows after on autumn 
rain and can be delectable to the gour- 
met. 

Some might also think of the fungus 
causing mildew on food and frequently 
on cosmetics. 

But mushrooms also' include the .mi- 
cro-organisms from which we derive an- 
tibiotics. Yeast, used in baking and bro- 
wing, also belongs in the mushroom or 
fungi family 

A total of 100,000 types of mushroom 
is known — ond some can cause disease. 
For instnnee, several dozen micro fungi 
affect the skin, hair and fingernails, cau- 
sing ailments frequently confused with 
skin diseases. 

Ilairiike dermatophytes, which feed 
on skin flakes and absorb dirty water and 
sweat, can cause a skin disease called de-< 
rmatonrycosrs. 

These fungi tiirive where sweat does 
not evaporate, in moist folds of the skin. 

Another widespread fungus desease is 
athlete's foot, which causes an annoying 
itch between the loes. 

Since most of these fungi cause relati- 
vely little dcscomfort, • they arc usually 
ignored. Few think it necessary to see a 
doctor for an itch. 

Modern conditions evidently promote 
the spreading of fungi. A growing nuny . 
TKT bT 1 firtWlcs vJdcjj pe!?, and me coaty 
of dogs, cals or guinea pigs are breeding 
places for fungi, frequently be transfer- 
red to man, causing disease. 

Swimming pools and mass tourism 
further increase the danger. 

Modem clothing, with its high pro- 
portion of man-made fibres — which 
block air circulation - creates a tropical 

climate around the skin, ideal conditions 
for fungi. 

Our diet, too, especially the great in- 
take of ice cream and sweets, promotes 
the growl h of flora. 

Bui, as a seminar organised by (he 
chemicals firm Bayer was (old, not eve- 
rybody is susceptible to fungi. 

Those familiar with the danger of mi- 
cro-organisms can, as Professor H. Rieth, 
Hamburg, told the meeting, take preven- 
live. action by leading a “fungi-conscious 

■life. 

This means being prepared to defend 
themselves against illness resulting from 
the organisms. 

Experts ore at odds on how such pro- 
teriUm can be achieved. The malrt ob- 
stacle lies in wrong ideas. 

. For instance, the. widespread minimis- 
ing of the fungus causing aihlete's foot 
(even in medical textbooks) U no longer 
tenable today. 

Fungus-conscious living begins with 
personal hygiene. Regular washing and 
l borough drying are as much part of it 

os the daily change of socks and unde- 
rwear. . p 

r }[ wa * er rema, ’rls between tlief 
rolds of the skin, "it becomes soft as a 
baby s bottom in waterproof nappies-, 

an ideal breeding ground for fungi . 

Bathing shoes in public baths prevent 

i! s , ff0 '! 1 flfPPing into Infectious skiii 
flakes sited by u carrier. 

Should a person contract an infection 
despiie all care, the cure is relatively 
simple. 

There arc a number of effective fun- 
gicides. 


But in view of the large number of 
different fungi that can affect the skin, 
doctors would be overtaxed if expected 
to identify each type of fungus and treat 
it with a drug designed specifically for 
it. 

The virtually unnoficeable foot my-, 
coses can, according to. Professor. Wolf 
Meinhof, Aachen, lead to severe in- 
flammations. 

The fungae frequently fail to respect 
the frontiers of the foot, spreading to 
the face and other parts ot the body. 

Another unpleasant side effect is fun- 
gal at lack on fingernails. 

Although foot mycoses and the dis- 
eases resulting from them are wides- 
pread, the public health authorities' have 
so far shown little inters!. 

Professor Wolfgang Slide of Frankfurt 
said an Increasing number qf cases, ha^ 
been registered lately .where foot, my- 
coses caused by mildew fungae had pot 
remained in the folds, qf the skin but 
Had entered the organism, pausing severe 
(and in sonic instances lethal) infections, 
Some fungae enter, life blood, reaching 
heart, brain and kidneys. 

The lungs, the respiratory and tho 
urinary tracts are particularly susceptible, 
if this is coupled with redyced; natural 
flora of bacteria due to trcatqient wjti; 
antibiotics, the invading fungi ffeid 
ideal conditions and can literally* mush- 
room. . ‘ • 

Septicemia and pneumonia. Professor 
Stille said, arc the most important fungal 
infections of internal medicine. 

Professor Johannes D. Sclmcll of 
DilsScldorf said (hat there had recently 
been an increase of fungal deceases of 
the female sex organs. Ten to 14 per 
cent of women have yeast fungae in the 
vagina, above ail Candida albicans and 
foruiopsis. 

a rule, AMs causes no complaints^ 
but various factors inherent in the body 
and outside elements can combine to 
cause considerable problems. 

The antimycotic drugs available today 
can easily cure such mycoses, but the 
spouse must also be treated in order to 
prevent a ping-pong effect. 

Dermatophytes, mildew fungae and 
bacteria-like yeast fungae are on the in- 
crease world-wide. With it the danger to 
man increases. 

The reasons ore obvious: the ecology 
between man and fungae has been dis- 
turbed for some time. On the one hard, 
mushrooms are meant to serve man, and 
without them we would have no antibio- 
tics with which to combat bacterial 
infections. 

"But", says Professor Rieth,, “if the 
bacteria are driven from, the skin and 
mucuous membrane^ fungae take over 
the vacated feeding grounds." 

Konrad MOIler-Christiansen 

(Frankfurter Rundschau, 10 April 1978) 

■ • I , _ ' , . _ - 

• ■ « 

T he “mid-life crisis" is an invention 
in best-sellers rather than a scienti- 
fic fact - at least so far as it his to do 
with psychological changes,' 4 meeting of 
psychotherapists has been told. 

_ Professor Horsl-Eberhard Richter of 
Giessen, told the 1 28tli Lindau psychot- 
herapy week that everybody realising 
that he was no youngster talked of a 
mid-hfe crisis", reacting to It with de- 
pression and. general physical discom- 
fort. . 

But the problems of various; age 
groups were not biologically programing 
but primarily governed by changes id 
circumstance. 

The characteristics of a generation 

could only be viewed in connection with 

age groups living together at ’flhy given 
tune. ■ ° 

There was np recipe for! the treatment 


Doctors call for keeping 


r 


■ i 


W hat children and youngsters dis- 
cuss with a doctor in his surgery 
concerns no-one else - not even the 
parents, according 1 -to the German 
medical society. , ; ' 

“The medical code of secrecy applies 
to minors as well”, says the Hartmann - 
bund German medical society in Bonn 
in<a press release. ■ ■ 

As a result, doctors are claiming the. 
right to prescribe' the Pill to girls over 
14 without parental consent. 1 ” > ; 

The 'special doctor-patient relationship 
which rests ori faith can bd decisive for 
the success of a therapy. 

The. legal position * is tricky. A spo- 
kesman for the Bonn Health Ministry 
summed up- the conflict: “The child's 
right to self-determination arid a-private 
sphere referred to In the Hartmannbimd 
statement could conflict with parental 
rights." • 

According to the Hattmannbund, 
children 1 should be permitted to consult 
a doctor without their - parents knowing 
about it if something is troubling 1 them. 

But in' such a case, says Dr ; Angela 
Hollmann; legal, adviser of the Lower 
Saxony Medical Association and co-aut- 
hor of the Hartmannbund statement, the 
doctor would risk- not getting- paid if the 
parents disapproved of the consultation.- 
There is the case of the resolute mot- 
her who pushes her 10-year old boy into 
the surgciy saving, “Please examine my 
boy, doctor . . . his performance at school 
has suddenly become so bad." 

'The doctor asks the mother to leave 
the sllrgery, 1 siispecting that' the bb^ is in 
the difficult pre-puberty stage and that 
he should therefore have a “man-to- 
toan* talk with him. 

' According to the Hartmannbund, the 
doctor would in such a case have every 

right to bar parents from the consulting 

room. ; 

■ 

In many ten to 12-year bids, conflicts 
at home and school lead to neuroses, 
psychosomatic disorders and stress ail- 
ments. 

“More and more children suffer froni 
depression, insomnia. Inability to learn 
arid psychosomatic headaches or abdo- 
minal pains. If they so wish, they must 
have direct access to a doctor", says the 
Hartnlanribuhd. 1 - ■ ■ 

Ideally, there. , should be nothing 
parents should riot know abbut their 
children. But there are cases where the 

causes of a complaint in a child lie with 
the parents. 

According to legal experts, it is obvi- 


Mid-life crises 
‘not a fact’ 

of the imagined, mid-life ^crisis, treat- 
ment which would entail shedding the 
Obsession with youthful ness , and becom- 
ing a self-sufficient, mature personality, 

A number of psychotherapists at Lin, 
dau dealt with lire, problem under the 
general heading “Bewilderment and new 
orientation before. mid-life." . . ,; 

Dr Hans Dlockmann of, Berlin at- 
tempted to, sketch a psychology ^ adul- 
thood; while until: mid-life, man< forms 
his ego and experiences it as the mean- 
ing of life, in mid-life the accent shifts 

' lhe prob,ems arising 

from :this, shift '.are suppressed In :our ,ci- 


secrets 


ous that in such pases the doctor car 
(and in many instances must) keep jo. 
formation from the parents. The wellfe 
ing of the child takes priority over tk 
parental right to full information. 

Dr Angela Hollmann goes a step. fa. 
then ‘The medical code of secrecy apn). 
les until lifted by the patient himself, tf 
the child does not release the doda 
from this obligation, he has nd choS 
but to remain silent.” 

This view is not undisputed ariiqm 
doctors and. the. legal profession. $ow 
experts feel that the parents, acting «, 
behalf of a minor, can force the dwia 
to disclose medical information. 

They could also Have this rigid as i 
party to the treatment contract. 1 ■ 

Other ' experts believe this would 
enable a stepfather who has abused hb 
Stepdaughter sexually to impose seernj 
ori the doctor. 

it "is up : to the parents to decirt 
whether to permit certain forms of 
treatment or stifgery for their child. Tb 
Ministry of Justice is at present redraft 
ing the parental care legislation and Ik 
draft Bill will have an addition ' lo (k 
Civil Code, whereby minors over. 14 can 
decide themselves whether a doctor iraj 
carry out a specific type of surgery. 

Even medical circles are unliappj 
about such regulations because tti 
would put the onus oil doctors to dc 
termine whether the child is aware d 
the consequences of surgery. 

The most frequent argument is om 
the. Pill. Many doctors prescribe it to 
young girls without parental approval, .. 

Says gynaecologist Dr Dietrich voi 
Abel, who helped draft the Hartmnii? 
bund statement: “If a doctor is not Id k 
permitted to prescribe the Pill to niiiwfl 
arid if he is not to keep quiet about it 
girls will no longer consult a doctor. 
This will lead to unwanted presnariries 
or the girls 'will get the Pill on the Mart; 
market, forgoing essential medical foe- 
trol," . 1 

br von Abel says, however, that tht 
legal position is unclear: Tf the porenli 
expressly forbid the Pill, 1 would Jid 
want to take'll to court, portunalriji 
most parents . will discuss the null** 
with the doctor, though this is not d* 
ways easy to bring about. • . u ,« 

“The Hartmannbund statement «! 
medical secrecy with regard to minors s 
meant as an appeal to parents to, ppoft 
this problem and to grant t^eir chjjdi® 
a certain scope of decision" .; ; . ; [.i-.' 

Horst ZimmerftianV t 

(Lilbecker Nachrlchteu, 16 . Apffl * ■ 


vilisation through the attempt to e> 
youth ‘ . . -.,* . ,j • 

Social conditions such. as longer * 
ing periods, ferowth and progress id 
gy and the attendant necessity to i 

to . circumstances, promotethee^ 

of infantile dependencies 1 into ^Ydr 
age. Quoting . the student mprisin 
1967-68 as : an' example. - Dr 
Streek, of ■ Gflttirigen, ■ derhonsttatec 
conflict created' by t lib- necessity of 
adaptation: person’s ' relation to W 
cupaUori repiained 1 ' superficial . m, 
“f^tless gerieratibn” arid •' the 1 JaC 

'identification with the 1 ! role" gdv? 

to severe stress. > . ' ' 

; Most 1 people retained their' Iritjfcl 
eriide arid ■ Critical • 'aloofness 1 1 from 
lure& : ofari r oeeupitiorirorierited * v 
cilshiori"/'- w . 1 ' * VVdiher-ThWftfh 

■ ;,i 't - 1 '*!' (Mbnotintri^rkpr;ilj> iVpfU 
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Teachers plea to expand 
English teaching success 


F ollowing the success of a Lower Sa- 
xony scheme, educationists' are now 
Calling for English to be taught iii 1 all 
priniaty schools, rather than starting in 
secondary school. For the- past, seven 
years, English has been taught in the 
third arid fourth classes of a dbfcen pri- 
mary schools in the south-east of Lower 
Saxony. 

English is not normally . taught . until 
the secondary' .school, that is, from the 
fifth class onwards. By the time these 
children from Braunschweig, Salzgitter 
and Wolfsburg. get to secoridary school, 
they Witt have' had two. years of English. 

The pupils clearly erijoy learning Eng- 
lish in the third class, their teachers 
praise their eagerness to learn and speak 
and their progress. Educationists at the 
Lower Saxony Teachers’ Training Col- 
lege who. introduced the scheme are 
now advocating that English be. taught 
in all primary schools. 

The research team led by Prof. Peter 
Doyfi spent five years observing the pro- 
gress' of over a thousand pupils in the 
experiment. This was the first time in 
this country and the fourth time in Eu- 
rope that the teaching, of a foreign lan- 
guage in primary schools has been ob- 
served with a representative sample over 
a long period. 

The results hove been described in a 
paperback written by Peter Doy6 and 
Dieter LQttge entitled Untersuchungen 
zum Englisehuntcrricht in der Grund- 
schule, (Braunschweig 1977), published 
by 1 Georg Westermann Verlag. 
The book has aroused considerable 
interest at home and abroad. Doy£ has 
received many letters from parents, tea- 
chers and educational authorities inte- 
rested in the scheme. 

So far he has received no answer from 
the Lower Saxony Ministry of Education 
to which he first sent the results. 

The unusual feature of the Braunsch- 
weig experiment, financed by the 
Volkswagen Foundation^ is that the 
children who started learning English in 
the third class stayed in the same class 
until their seventh school year. 

This meant English could be contin- 
ued In secondary school where the pu- 
pils had left off at the end of the pri- 
mary school. 

Peter Doyd summarises the most Im- 
portant results of the experiment as: 

• Over a long period, pupils who 
started in the third class were better at 
English than those who started iri the 


return ; the greeting 'vociferously. 
The' teacher, has brought a hat 
and a pair of high heeled: : shoes 
which the children have great fun trying 
on. While tliey are doing this and the 
hat and shoes are being passed around 
the class, they ' are painlessly, indeed 
pleasurably, learning the English verb to 
put on. 

Shortly afterwards, two children wear- 
ing the shoes and hats play the parts of 
their textbook heroes Andy and Sandy 
in a playlet. -Their 'English -is so natural 
and good that many a German toUrist 
wpuld turn green with envy comparing 
Ills stumbling ; attempts with: their 
confldqnt speech. ... 

After the lesson the teacher told me 
that the experiment h^s been positive in 
every respect. Children thoroughly en- 
joyed the lessons which w£re enlivened 
by games; rhymes and riddles. As no 
marks were awarded in the third and 
fourth classes, the children were, “very 
relaxed” and not even the weaker pupils 
had any inhibitions about speaking. 

Despite this experiment, the chances 
that English, the international language, 
will be made compulsory for pupils 


from the third class onwards in the near 
future are slim. 

“it looks as if governments arc more 
interested in political and economic 
considerations when deciding on foreign 
language teaching in schools than in the 
results of scientific research," say Doy& 
and LQttge at the end of their book. 

There are rumours in the Lower Saxo- 
ny Ministry of Education, which approv- 
ed the scheme in the heady days of re- 
form in 1970, that the number of Eng- 
lish lessons at primary schools is to be 
cut from four to three. 

It is also rumoured that “weaker" se- 
condary modem school (Hauptschutc) 
pupils will be given the chance to give 
up English at the end of the seventh 
class. 

Peter Doy£ has protested strongly 
against these plans Of Lower Saxony 
Minister of Education Werner Remmer. 
He says a qualification in English' is 
essential if a pupil is to pass the basic 
leaving certificate or transfer to a differ- 
ent kind of school. 

There is a danger that a large number 
of ffauptschule pupils wiU have their car- 
eers endangered as a result of a wrong 
decision in the seventh class. 

The rumoured move, he says, will not 
help the Hauptschule pupils but will 
limit their chances in later life, it is an 
irresponsible act of discrimination coun- 
ter to the tendency in most European 
schools to extend rather than limit the 
range of opportunities for learning for- 
eign languages. Manfred Laurie 

(Frankfurter Rundschau t 13 April 1978) 


Professor wants teachers 
trained in sex education 


TV/T any teachers at West German 
It X schools have to teach their, pupils 
about human reproduction without 
having any proper training. 

Professor Rudi Maskus, director of the 
school education seminar at the Bonn 
section of Rhineland Teachers’ Training 
College, says the “wretched state of sex 
education" is obvious for all to see. 

Universities provided inadequate 
courses on this subject when they pro- 
vided courses at all. There was no chair 
of sex education at any university. 

The Federal Constitutional Court re- 
cently ruled that sex education can be 
given at schools even without the con- 
sent of parents. But are teachers capable 
of teaching this delicate subject satisfact- 
orily? 

Professor Maskus has grave doubts. He 
says the theory and practice of sex edu- 
cation in this country Is “very unsatis- 
factory." He runs lecture courses on the 
subject at Bonn which are always over- 
crowded with students. Very few of his 
colleagues offer similar courses, lie says. 

The Conference of Land Ministers Of 


wus that teachers taught in wlwt they 

believed to 1 be the right way, in some 
cases alarming. 

A group of university and school tea- 
chers, students and laymen recently 
formed The German Society for Sex 
Education in to improve this lamentable 
situation. 

The aims are the furtherance of scien- 
tifically based sexual education and the 
setting up of advisory centres and work- 
ing parties. Three of these have already 
been started in Giessen, Wetzlar and 
Frankfurt. The group Iras written to MPs 
and ministers of education. 

The society believes sex education 
should riot encourage rampant promis- 
cuity nor should it condemn sex as a 
work of the devil. It wants ai! aspects, 
the moral, aesthetic, educational as well 
as the biological, to be taken into ac- 

counL ' ;dpa . 

. . r (Braiper Nachrlchteni 18 April 1978) 


fifth. The Conference of Land Ministers bf 

' . • The. early start in English did not .. Education, published , recommendations 
affect ‘the ; cliildren’s dchie^dments ' 'in "6h -ratiial bdudation ais lidhg agd is 1968, J ‘ 
other school Subjects: . i •> . : f i • Guidelines (Jlichtlinhn); on the, subject j) 


per cent of the pupils beneveo tney naa sex equcauon is nor a suoject in lt- 
benefitted from the earlier- start. " 11 ; V • ! self; It ms dealt* with within'! the frame- 1 ! 

• 81 per; cent of parents .wq^e in fa-, Work of other {Subjects,, hot only biology.;-, 

vour of English being taught , from the In . -an interview vvith dpa (German 
third cla& oriwatS. ’ ‘ ' ■’ / ' ' Tress' Agency) Prbfessor MarikUs ‘ said 1 

• Of the 'teachers who took 1 part: in • mariy^teachers ■ neglected Sex education 

•the scheme, 97 per cent were in favour because they, were spot prqperly, trailed ■ 
Of the earlier start. Two-thirds of the to teach it ahd fed red possible fllfficul- ' 

-other teachers also favoured an early. .. ties with parents or the general public, 
start. ri: • ! • i: : He -Cited the example 1 of Northrfiine^ f 


Violent parents : 
‘repeating own 
experience’ 

■ 

■ ■ 

P arents who ill-treat their children 
are often themselves the victims of 
lack of affection or maltreatment by the- 
ir own parents during childhood, accord-, 
ing to Professor Gerd Bierman, Child 
psychiatrist and director of the Cologne 
Institute of Psychology. " ' 

Many parents who beat their children 
themselves grew lip in environments 
where this kind of behaviohr Was com- 
mon, he told a Conference on the pro- 
tection of the young in Minich. Bier- 
mann described parental violence as 
“one of the great unsolved problems of 
our time.” 

Unwanted children were in particular 
danger in ail ' classes of society. Un- 
married and young, inexperienced mothers 
frequently worked off their pent-up 
resentments about their unhappy part- 
nerships on unwanted children. ■ 

' Official figures recorded that: 

t About 5243 cases of maltreatment 
of children were registered from 1973 to 
1976. 

• More than 150 children a year 
die as the direct result of parental vio- 
lence. 

• 300 children become invalids or 
severely disabled for the rest of their 
lives as a result of such violence. 

These arc only the official figures. Wc 
can assume the real figures are much 
higher because 90 per cent of all cases 
of maltreatment of children were not 
reported during this period. 

Healing is still considered to he an 
effective method of bringing up children 
in 85 per cent of all households in this 
country. In many cases, these beatings 
have more to do with parents working 
off anger and frustration than concern 
for the children’s wellbeing. 

Bicrmann told his audience that chil- 
dren could literally be beaten silly. 
Smacks on the backside could cause 
brain damage. 

He warned that psychological terror 
had even more serious consequences 
than beating, strangling, pushing, burn- 
ing and scalding, locking up and even 
sexual abuse of children. Constant shou- 
ting at children, isolating them by not 
talking to them, ridiculing or complain- 
ing about them in front of others and 
starving them of affection , were acts 
which could lead to severe psychological 
problems: 1 ' ^ pa 

(Frankfurter Neue Presif, 13 April 1978) 


dft-artiejes from 

valuable arid 
timeless - ;; 
appeal to 1 


early. , ties with parents or the general public. 1 
: V -v. ■ i: -He -Cited the 'example- of Northrfiirie^ f 


• The pupils have four twenty-minute 
lessons a week in which they talk and 
ring in English only. 

: A typical lesson in Class 3a at 
■Braunschweig-Melverode primary school 
! goes like this: the teacher conies In and 


1 : He -cited the 'example' of Northrnine^ f 
Westphalia where, according to the guide- 
lines still in force, at ledst';, /three 
aspects of sex education have to fee dealt . . 
with in every, school year. Not a 4 single ■ 1 
teacher had been systepiPtieriiy trqiheid • • 
to teach according to these guidelines. 
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says good morning, .and. the... Children all ....... The .result of this .^adequate trailing 
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Women at the top: how they get 
there - and why they want to 


I ^or Hie first time in West Germany 
researchers have seriously examined 
the subject of career women. 

They interviewed successful women, 
asking how they saw themselves, their 
family life and their motivation for pro- 
fessional advancement. 

i ■ 

The results of the polls have now 
been made public by Deutsche For • 
schungsgemcimchaft, DFG, (German re- 
search community), which .. commi- 
ssioned and financed the study. 

Only university graduates working in 
traditionally male occupations where the 
quota of women is less limn 10 per cent 
were interviewed. 

They were managers, university pro- 
fessors, medical directors of hospitnls 
and judge's and earned an average net of 
DM 58,000 a year. Another qualification 
for interviewing was that they should be 
in authority over academically qualified 
people. 

"I have absolutely nothing against 
women. But i'd prefer to see a man as 
medical director of our hospital. They 
are more objective and can take more 
stress. A woman iit that position would 
definitely be a handicap to us." 

This sounds ns if said by uii aging 
hospital director in an interview with a 
feminist magazine which wanted to ex- 
emplify male arrogance. Aclueily, it was 
said by a woman, a 44-ycar-otd doctor 

»hjti«a4« i .iUft Jtta. Jnn ma pietasion 
still considered a male domain. 

Is this attitude of a relatively young 
woman typical of all women in high- 
ranking and well-paid jobs? Or nrc suc- 
cessful women graduates the vanguard 
of emancipation? 

The number of unmarried career 
women is conspicuously high: well over 
half those interviewed lived alone. 

One of the researchers pointed out 
that a similar study on male careers 
would never have raised the question of 
marital status. But with q highly-qua- 
lified woman it is a matter of paramount 
importance whether career and family 
can be reconciled or whether the one 
excludes the other. 

The silualion for the self-employed is 
somewhat better. 

“When my child was still small,” said 
fl woman architect, “I frequently iiad to 
lake him to the office with me, bedding 
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him down on a desk. Later ! continued 
to have hint In the office in his pram.” 

This way of combining motherhood 
and career is impossible for the employ- 
ed, who. frequently put in up to . 12 
hours work a day. 

While men in executive positions lake 
it for granted that their families must 
show some consideration, this does not 
apply to women. Their private life is a 
burden rather than d source of reld na- 
tion. 

“Making a career is much more diffi- 
cult for a woman — if for no other re- 
ason because she lacks one major in- 
gredient of success: a wife," said one ca- 
reer woman. 

And there are other difficulties to 
overcome. -Businessmen feel discriminated 


r p he petition committee of the 
X Noithrhiiie- Westphalia Landtag 
(state assembly) has to deal with u 
demand for equality for men - 20 years 
after the equality law giving women the 
same rights as men came into force. 

The potowmes U Harold IJftcht, 29, o[ 
Cologne, who demands that the same 
rights apply to his ocupalion of “house- 
husband” as apply to housewives. 

The issue has been triggered by a Co- 
logne court which stuck to the letter 
and ruled that there was no provisionn 

in law for the profession of househus- 
band. 

But every child — or at least every 
child who watches TV - knows that 
househusbands exisl in this country. 

WliUe no exact figures are available, it 
is estimated that at least 500 male Co- 
logners look after the house, do laundry, 
dam socks, shop, cook, tend babies, pre- 
pare children for school and do all the 
other chores while their wives go to 
work. 

In some instances, the roles are ex- 
changed because the wife has a much 
more lucrative profession than the hus- 
band. Sometimes the husband simply 


against when the Internal Revenue De- 
partment assigns “only a woman" to 
audit their books. 

Some secretaries odamaiitly refuse io 
work for a woman. And a bank asked a 
woman economist earning DM 1 50,000 
a year to present written^ authority from 
her husband before allowing her to draw 
money from her account. 

Despite such obstacles, most women 
are reluctant to talk of genuine discri- 
mination — perhaps because they do not 
want to appear ove r-se nsitive. 

“1 have always made a point of not 
appearing militant nnd 2 never permit 
anyone to sec me cry. One must never 
display womanly whims and moods” 
said a lawyer of her career strategy. 

Almost all interviewees said that they 
were expected to perforin every bit as 
well as their male counterparts. Their 
self-confidence rested with their success 
and sense of achievement. 

“You wilt find no duds among 


‘Househusband’ 
fights for 
equal rights 

wants to work towards a university 
exam, which he finds easier this way. 

But there are also couples who decide 

that the father Iras more aptitude for 
childreanng. 

The position- of househusbands in the 
Federal Republic of Germany is tricky. 
Many of them nre gaped at like exotic 
animals, neighbours and friends mock 
them, saying that a real man does not 
belong at the kitchen stove, 

Herald Uteeht has become used to 

mockery and it does not bother him 
unduly. 

For the past four years he has been 
taking care of the household and look- 
ing after his two children, aged four and 
five, while his wife works as a librarian. 

The fact that he has now lost his pa- 
tience and resorted to the petition 
committee, pointing to Article 3 of the 
Constitution (“Men and women have 

equal rights”- was due to the Cologne 
court ruling. 
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women, otherwise they would n en , 

have managed to climb the ladder rf 

success ” said a medical director. ' 

■ 

Apart from good Iraing, the sluA 
showed that motivation was a mail 
element in the success of women in £ 
positions. . * 

They had to forgo private \ n \ m 
and permanent personal tics. 

As opposed to men, women are not 
primarily interested in high earnings anj 
a secure future. Independence and int&. 
resting work are more important, No« 
wanted a career for its own sake. 

Despite the toughness needed cam 
women are not superwomen, nor 4 
they seek the image. 

Though they do not Stress their fenj. 
niriity, they are well aware of its poten- 
tial as an instrument of success. : 1 

The women who have madc .it to Uk 
top are not women’s libbers and foUj. 
wers of Alice Schwarzer. They arc m 
striving for radical emancipation. Polfe. 
cally, most of them tend towards tb 
conservative. 

Only 23 per cent vote for the SPD, 
while 39 per cent feel their interests 
better represented by CDU and CSU; It 
per cent waver between CDU and FDT, 
and six per cent vote for the FDP. 

Michael Hin 

(K&lnei Studt-Anzelger, IS AprillM 


Herr Uteeht had been subpoenaed s 
a court witness but when he demand 
the customary witness fee, giving as lii 
occupation “househusband”, lie is 
turned down. 

Judge and cashier referred to the hi 
on compensation for witnesses and t* 
petts, which stipulates in Section ■' 
“Witnesses are to be compensated fa 
loss of income. Compensation amouols 
to DM 2 to DM 12. Should no loss of 
incime have occurred, witnesses art to 
be compensated at the lowest rate. Hou- 
sewives are to receive DM 6 per how .* 1 
“Had 1 been a woman, I would lave 
received DM 30 for the five hours sped 
in court. But since there is no wrt 
thing as a househusband according l* 
law, 1 got nothhing,” said Harald Uteeht 
He did not file his petition, likely tc 
cause the committee- considerable 1 # 
dachcs, because of the DM 30 bul e* 
principle to gain legal recognition fa 
the occupation of househusband. . -. . 

The isue also touches politicians lk 
should stop talking about : “housed 
pensions” and pay some attention “ 
househusband pensions. 

Peter Rudolf 

(MQnohner Morkur, 13 April l^* 1 
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■ SPORT 

Helmut picks 

40 World 
Cup finalists 

T he German F.A. (Deutscher Fuss- 
ball-Bund) has announced the 40 
players from which the 22 -man squad to 
represent Germany in the World Cup 
(Inals in Argentina in June will be cho- 
sen. 

The finals will be played from 1 to 25 
June. The squad flics to Mexico on 23 
May. Those players omitted wilt have to 
stay at home and no doubt millions of 
German football fans will express their 
approval or displeasure at national team 
manager Helmut Schfln’s choice. 

One thing is now clear: Franz Beck- 
enbauer, captain of the 1974 World 
Cup-winning ' German team and the 
world's best sweeper-up, wiil not be 
playing in Argentina. 

This is no cause for .despondency. 
There is no time to look back. The call 
for a single outstanding player to rescue 
flie German national leapt has become 
something of a tradition. 

In the- 1962 World Cup finals in 
Chile, the player was Friz Walter. In 
1974 when the German team was not 
playing well, the rnnsscs culled for Uwe 
Seder. 

True, Beckenbauer in top form is su- 
preme. It is equally true that the Ger- 
man team has only lost three of its last 
15 games (against France, Brazil and 
Sweden) and lias beaten teams such as 
Italy and Argentina, among the favour- 
ites for the World Cup. 
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By the kick-off of the opening game 
between Germany and Poland on June 1 
1978 in Buenos Aires ail these games 
and speculations will be mere memories. 
The team will be in South America, 
where it is games ami goals that count. 

Manager Helmut Schdn summed up 
the team’s mood: “The players all know 
what Is at stake now. Things are quieten- 
ing down and this Is what wo despera- 
tely need.” 

The list of 40 players confirms Schfin’s 
oft-repeated point that he has 
known for some time who was going to 
be in the squad. 

There are no sensations. Among them 
there arc players such as Uli Hoeiicss of 
Bayern Munich and Georg Votkert of 
Hamburg whose chances of inclusion in 
the final squad must be slini, but whom 
Schdn wants to show that he lias not 
forgotten. 

Then there are young stars such as 
Wilfried Hannes of Moenchcngladbach 
and Klaus Atlofs of Fortuna DUsscldorf 
who are likely to play n big part in the 
plans of Jupp Derwall, to succeed Schdn 
os national team manager after Argentina. 

Schdn has concentrated on experience 
in his squad, which includes such many- 
capped internationals as Sepp Maier and 
Georg Schwarzenbeck of Bayern Munich, 
Berti Vogts and. Rainer Bonhof of Bo- 
russia Moenchengladbachand Bemd H5Iz- 
enbein of Frankfurt. All of them, 
along with Uli Hocness, played in the 
World Cup final against Holland in 
1974. 

Then come players either with con- 
siderable international experience or who 
are playing exceptionally well for their 
clubs: Heinz Flohc anil Dieter MUlier of 
Cologne, Klaus Fischer of Sdralke 04 
and Manfred Kaltz of Hamburg SV, for 
example. 

The list of 40 reflects the success of 
certain Bundesliga clubs. Seven play for 
FC Cologne, the German cup winners 
who have a good chance of winning the 
German league championship. 

Three young players from VFB Stutt- 
gart are included, among them Hansi 
MUlier, whom many see as Germany's 
midfield general of the future. 

Then there is the possibility of team 
blocks within the national side. With 
seven Cologne players, this would be 
possible. There were five Kaiserslautern 
players in the 1954 World Cup-winning 
team and six Bayem Munich players in 
the 1974 winning side. 

A strong argument in favour of club 
team blocks is that most of the Cologne 
players are young. Cologne defender 
Zimmermann is a player who can move 
rapidly forward, transforming defence 
into attack. All this will have to be 
taken Into account. At any rate, we now 
know the 40 names. JOrgen Werner 

(Die Zell. 21 April 197B) 


Gymnastic squabbling keeps 


national squad in suspense 


■ 

W ith only 170 days before the world 
championships in Strasbourg, the 
German Gymnastics Association’s chief 
trainer, Tosca-Goswina Dorau, 42, has 
resigned and is to be' replaced by Jana 
Kubicka, 33. 

In September 1977 the trainers’ com- 
mission recommended that Jana Ku- 
bicka should be sacked as fl national 
trainer “for neglect of her duties.” This 
affair still has not been settled and Ku- 
bicka is now demanding full rehabilita- 
tion. 

These squabbles about money, power 
nnd authority are beginning to affect the 
gymnasts. 

Petra Kurbjuwcit, 21, national team 
spokeswoman, says: “We have no idea 
how strong we are as a national team. 
We do not know what is happening. Wc 
have no idea of the details of our pre- 
paration for the world championships” 

Frau Dorau, national trainer since Ja- 
nuary 1977, will he taking up “a quieter 
and less nerve-wracking post as a lectur- 
er at Kiel University.” 

It is clear that what is happening now 
is a repeat of what took place shortly 
before the Olympic Games in Montreal. 

Then, loo, Frau Kubicka, former world 
champion from Prague, took over the 
training of Uic national team from for- 
mer GDR citizen Tosca-Goswina Dorau. 

Kubicka was energetic and committed. 
“The officials of the Gcnnaii Gymnas- 
tics Association won't forget that” she 
says. “They are out to get their revenge." 

Team spokeswoman Kurbjuweit re- 
calls: “We were allowed to train together 
in Frankfurt. This produced results”. 

The result was eighth place at the 
Montreal Olympics. Jana Kubicka now 
says: “The girls ard are half-a-year be- 
hind schedule.” 

The slate of the team at present is 
that Andrea Bieger has had an operation 
on her foot and cannot compete, Katrin 
KUhl has pulled out, Uta Schom has 
given up competitive gymnastics. Traudi 
Schubert has given up, Angela Meyer 
lias pulled out. 

Yet again Jana Kubicka has to step in 
and do something. However, she insists 
on her rehabilitation before deciding 
whether to accept the offer. After the 
Olympic Games, Jana had two children 
and later had to have an abdominal 



Jana Kubicka: wants full rehabilitation 


(Photo: Sven Simon) 

operation. This is what is meant by her 
neglect of duty. 

The German Gymnastics Association 
envisages that national trainer Re in hard 
llornig (whom BAL director Eduard 
Friedrich says has “no experience of deal- 
ing with people” would be chief 
trainer, and Jana Kubicka would train 
the squad for Strasbourg. 

Hornig reckons the national team will 
have suiuij diff'Kullie> getting on with 
Kubicka. 

“She was brought up under the Cze- 
choslovakian system, which is quite dif- 
ferent from ours. She is obsessed with 
perfonnance and will try to get the best 
out of each gymnast. In the past she has 
made demands on our gymnasts which 
she considered quite normal but are 
simply not realistic in our society.” 

Jana Kubicka sees things differently. 
“The association wants the German na- 
tional team to be one of the world's lead- 
ers. But it is not prepared to take the 
necessary steps to bring this about. If I 
want to put my ideas into practice, 1 
have no chance at all” 

Petra Kurbjuweit disagrees. “Frau Ku- 
bicka has a chance. We are working on 
the assumption that she will train the 
national team. Nobody asks us gymnasts 
what we think, that Is the problem.” 

Klaus Blu me 

(Die Welt, 19 April 19?B) 



K arl .Fleschen- recently broke the 
world record over 25 kilometres, 
and did not even notice. 

He said afterwards: ’That was useful 
practice for the German 10,000 metre 
championships.” These .championships 
nre still a long way off, on May 28. 

n I just run the way the mood takes 
me. 1 had no idea what the world record 
was over this distance,” he said. 

Fleschen’s time of 1 hour, 13 minutes, 
57.8 seconds is unofficial because no re- 
cords are kept for road races. The road 
was straight and there was a slight 
breeze between showers of snow. 

“Conditions were pigging gaqd” lie 
says, a favourite expression. 

Fleschen 1 colries 1 from the : Eifel, a 
comparatively unspoilt rural area in the 
Rhineland. The advantages for a young 


Fleschen breaks , 

1 

record - and 
doesn’t notice 

athlete of growing up in this area are 
obvious. Fleschen does not suffer from 
the "illnesses of civilisation” so common 
today. 

Where does he go from here? Last 
year he made a brilliant start to the sea- 
son. He was European indoor champion 
over 3000 metres, almost, broke the 
world record Over 5000 metres and 
broke the German 3000 metres record. ; 

However, he come nowhere in the Euro- 
pean and world cups in 1 August and 


September last year. He has now fought 
his way out of his loss of form. 

"1 don’t want to start off as a big fav-. 
ourite and then get beaten out of 
sight.” This is why he is only running, 
one 10,000 metres and three 5000 
metres races between May and July. 

He is building up extra fitness even' 
though his cushy days in the Butides- 
wehr are over. He is studying meefijnt" 
cal engineering in Koblenz and says he 
finds it difficult learning all over again. 

He cannot train twice a day any more, 
it all has to be concentrated into one 
session, up to 30 kilometres at a time. 

“Pm fitter now than I was last year,” : 
he says. 

The genera] direction in which this 
talented young athlete is going Is up. 

Robert Hartmann 

(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 18 April 1978) 












